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dissent. General ‘Cass had (if Mr. B. correctly 
understood him) avowed his opinion to be, that 
the people of the Territories have the right to ex- 
dude slavery; and he was understood to sustain 
the action of the ie in California in forming a 
State government. gainst all these parts of the 
speech of General Cass, he (Mr. B.) entered his 
solemn protest. He feit bound to do this, because 
in the late Presidential canvass he had, as the 
friend of General Cass, given a different interpre- 
tation to his views, as foreshadowed in the Nich- 
olson letter. True, he had not done this without 
some m.sgivings, at first, of its correctness. But 
entlemen nearer the person of General Cass 


ter to mean, that when the people of a Ter- 
ritory were duly -uthorized to form a State 
constitution, they could then admit or exclude 
slavery at will, and whether they did the one 
thing or the other was not a matter to be ques- 
tioned by Congress. He now conceded, as he had 
done in the Presidential canvass, that whenever a 
people duly authorized to form a State constitu- 
tion, have exercised this authority and asked ad- 
mission into the Union, it is not properly a subject 
of inquiry whether their constitution admits or 
excludes slavery from the proposed State. 
he understood Gen. Cass as going further than 
this—to the extent of giving to the people of the 
Territories the right to exclude slavery during their 
territorial existence, and indeed before government 
of any sort had been established by Congress. He 
understood the doctrine as advanced by Gen. Cass 
to be, that the occupants of the soil coon no gov- 
ernment existed—as in New Mexico, California, 
Deseret, &c.—had the right toexclude slavery; and 
against this doctrine he raised his humble voice; 
and though he might stand alone, without one other 
southern representative to sustain him, he would 
protest —s it to the last. 

In the late Presidential canvass, men of all par- 
ties had assailed this doctrine. The Whigs 
charged Gen. Cass with entertaining these views, 
and the Democrats had vindicated him against the 
charge. The doctrine was universally denounced 
by men of all parties in the South; and now we 
were startled with the intelligence that Gen. Cass 
and Gen. Taylor both approve it. For himself, no 
earthly consideration should keep him silent on 
such aquestion. No consideration personal to him- 
self—no party ties nor political obligations, should 
seal his lips, when his country was about to be 
betrayed and sacrificed. He had denounced this 
doctrine before his constituents, he now denounced 
it before the House. He would not consume 
time, and prevent other gentlemen from speaking, 
by going into an argument on the subject. He 
had felt it due to his own position—to the cause of 
truth and justice, to make known at the first con- 
venient moment, that what he condemned in Gen. 
Taylor he equally condemned in Gen. Cass; and 
having done this, he was satisfied. 

Mr. INGE next obtained the floor, and said : 

| propose to discuss the policy of the Adminis- 
tration in reference to the Territories of New 
Mexico and California, the constitutional rights of 
the South therein, and the probable consequences 
of their violation. 

Admonished by the history of this Government, 
which is a narrative of aggressions by the North 
upon the South—of faith broken and compromises 

isregarded in the onward career of power—I do 
not feel that it is incumbent upon a southern rep- 
resentative to offer any measure for the adjust- 
ment of existing difficulties. I have no more 
peace-oflerings to lay at the feet of power, to be 
indignantly spurned. If a returniug sense of jus- 
tice should at any time actuate the majority to 
oes eee eee with our rights and 
or, cannot doubt its ready acceptance. 
Until that ton the appropriate ra ae of m 
duty will lead me to expose the devices of feanh, 
‘o resist the assaults of power, and to defend the 
South, by whomsoever assailed. 

The Message of the Executive distinctly an- 
“4 of the Administration. This 

opted after the most thorough 
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| influence of an executive recommendation is usu- 
ally all powerful; like the whistle of Rhoderic || 


| in the present case, ominous signs of discord are 


/torn to pieces by his own hounds. 


{may be the fate of its author, however, or the | 
than himself had interpreted the Nicholson let- || 


| this Administration and its northern supporters. | 
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investigation, and is presented to us as the final —< upon the transient adventurers who hed 
result of long and anxious reflection. Coming || been lured thither to elect delegates to assemble 
from the highest functionary known to the Consti- || in convention for the formation of a constitution, 
tution of the country, it claims from this House || preparatory to its admission as a State into the 
a candid and dispassionate consideration. The | Union. But Riley is a plain, blunt old soldier, 


|| more competent to the work of demolishing than 
} 


of organizing communities; and none know bet- 

ter than the present Executive that military and 
| Civic greatness are not always inseparable. To 
already apparent on the other side of the House; )) consummate the designs of the cabinet, secuntlem 
and it seems that the present Executive is doomed || artem, Mr. King, then a member of Congress 
to the fate of the unfortunate Acteon, who was || elect from Georgia, was instructed to follow Gen. 
Whatever | Riley. The message informs us that— 

* With a view to the faithful execution of the treaty, so 
far as lay in the power of the Executive, and to enable 
Congress to act at the present session with as full knowl- 
edge and as little difficulty as possible on all matters of in- 
terest in these Territories, I sent the Hon. Thomas Butler 
King as bearer of dispatches to California, and certain offi- 
cers to California and New Mexico, whose duties are par- 
ticularly defined in the accompanying letters of instruction 
addressed to them severally by the proper department.”’ 


The accompanying letter of Mr. Crawford 
states: 


“ You are fully possessed of the President’s views, and 
can with propriety suggest to the people of California the 
adoption of measures best calculated to give them effect.”’ 


If any doubt exist that the initiatory proceed- 
ings of Riley were approved by the Cabinet, or 
that he only did what King was authorized to do 
by the carte blanche of Mr. Clayton, I need only 
refer to the extracts read by the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Seppon]—the first from the com- 
mander of the Pacific station, as follows: 


| The steamer Edith has been sent to Mazatlan for the 
necessary intelligence, and, on her arrival with information 
that no other than a revenue law had been paseed, General 
| Riley issued a proclamation for the election of the neces- 
| sary executive and judicial officers under the existing laws, 
and recommending, at the same time, the election of dele- 
| gates to a convention to form a State constitution. Mr. 
| King arrived at the time these proclamations were about being 
issued, and it was matter of great congratulation that the 
Government, by anticipation, had approved of the latter 
measure. Every means will be used to give the people of 
California an opportunity of expressing their wishes on this 
point, and of bringing the matters to a happy conclusion.” 


The second from a dispatch of the Secretary of 
War to General Riley, dated August 24th, 1849: 


“ War DePpaRTMENT, August 24, 1849. 

“In view of the exercise of the most important political 
right which appertains to the people of California—that of 
forming a constitution and asking admission into the Union 
of these Smates—this Department has watched with great 
care and solicitude the steps already taken to effect these 
objects. Regarding your proclamation of the 3d June last 
as a notice intended in part to render popular action uni- 
form in respect to the desired organization into a more per- 
fect government, it is seen, with great satisfaction, that your 
propositions had heen accepted with great cheerfulness and 
alacrity, except in few instances, where itis supposed self- 
ish and unpatriotic motives prevailed. 
* * * * « * * 


Dhu, it rallies a whole clan to its support. But, | 


views of members in regard to the details of the || 
policy suggested, a majority of this House will 
concur in its most important recommendation. 

This message changes the aspect of a sectional | 
question; it supersedes an old issue and presents | 
anew one. The “ Wilmot proviso” is no longer | 
the question of the day; it has given place to the | 
‘“* California proviso,’’ which is presented to, this | 
House and the country with the unqualified en- 
dorsement of the Executive. It is important that | 
the people interested should be advised of this | 
change and the motives which prompted it.- The 
open defiance of the South to the ** Wilmot pro- 
viso,’”’ and the sternly expressed determination to | 
resist it ** at all hazards and to the last extremity,’’ 
have awakened the Union-loving propensities of | 


The representatives of the North, with the excep- 
tion of a few ‘‘ distinctive free-soilers,’’ are willing 
to abandon—nay, have already abandoned—the | 
‘Wilmot proviso,’’ and all are coming in unbro- 
ken phalanx to the support of the Executive recom- 
mendation; believing the South will resist the | 
Wilmot proviso, with characteristic discretion they 
recede. On the other hand, the South are not | 
committed against the present admission of Cali- || 
fornia as a State, and it is believed that, with the |) 
whole power of this Administration exerted in its 
favor, and by an invocation to the party prejudices || 
of our people, the Administration party everywhere || 
will support that measure; and thus, by a division || 
of our strength, (which was irresistible when || 
united against the Wilmot proviso,) the South will | 
be powerless, and submission to the California | 
roviso inevitable. I am for the union of the South, || 
in support of the Constitution and of the rights || 
which descended to us by inheritance; but there || 
is only one basis of union for southern men—op- | 
position to the declared policy of the present Ad- | 
ministration, which seeks to build up an imperish- | 
able power upon the ruins of the Constitution and || 
the South. 
No argument is necessary to show the identity | 
of these two measures. The Wilmot proviso | 
excludes the citizens of the South, with their prop- || 
erty, from emigrating to the Territories of the | But, as more conclusive than all else, I refer to 
Union, and appropriates the common property || the following extract from the proclamation itself: 
of the eoreral eee eee the Union H “ The method here indicated to attain what is desired by 
to the exclusive use and occupation of the people |! ay viz: a more perfect political organization, is deemed 
of the ee eee and is enacted by | the most direct and mie that can be adopted, and ~ fully 
Congress primarily. he California proviso is || authorized by law. It is the course advised by the Presiden 
the same thing, literally and in substance, incor- | Siii2¥ Siva ix calculated to. avoud the. inuunverable evils 
porated into a ae Na command cr Phe which must necessarily result from any attempt at iliegal 
gress is recommended, by the present admission 


| local legislation. It is therefore hoped that it will meet the 
of California, to enact it secondarily. The mes- || approbation of the people of California, and that all good 
sage clearly assumes that the 


i i ite in carrying it into execution, 
eople of the slave- | citizens will unite in carrying it in 


: : re | Given at Monterey, California, this 3d day of June, A. 
holding States have no rights in these Territories, | p,, 1349. we y B. RILEY, - 


and recommends the latter measure, from obvi- || came frie Gea. U. 8. A., arid Gov. of California. 
ous reasons of political expediency, as the pref- | “ aw ee 
erable mode of exclusion. In the opinion of the 4 TS Ceghnek pas Hee. 

} 

| 


os ° . 
* GEO. W. CRAWFORD, 
“ Secretary of War, 
“ Brevet Brig. Gen. River, 
*¢ Monterey, California.” 





Administration, the question now is, not whether || The verbal and confidential instructions given to 
the South shall be excluded, but in what manner | Mr. King are not imparted in the message; ‘but 
it shall be done. I must be permitted to decline || they can be ascertained with facility and certainty 
the discussion of a false issue ; to insist upon my || by looking to his acts and declarations, which are 
right to be heard upon the merits of this ques- || presumed to accord, therewith. The pregnant sen- 
tion; and to protest, in the name of the south- | tence last quoted evidently refers to *‘ views’’ not 
ern people, against this prejudgment of their | expressed in the written instructions, and which 
claims. the Administration deemed it expedient to reserve 
The origin of this policy may be seen in the || as a part of the hidden history of this transaction. 
movements of General Riley early in the pre- | From various sources, official and unofficial, we 
ceding year. Elis first act was the issuance of a || are advised that Mr. King approved of the plan 
amation declaring the Mexican law to be in | of operations originated in the proclamation of 

; laying off the country into districts, and || General Riley, urged on their rapid execution, and 


| 
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in a few months after his arrival in California, the 
transient adventurers in San Francisco and its 
neighborhood elected delegates, in conformity with 
the requirements of this proclamation, who speed- 
ily thereafter assembled in convention and adopt- 
ed the constitution, which the President says, ‘ I 
earnestly recommend may receive the sanction of 
Congress.”’ 

We have strong reasons to believe that the 
‘* proviso’’ incorporated into this constitution was 
approved by Mr. King,.who was understood to 
speak by authority of the Administration, in sup- 
port of its views, and who could “ with propriety 
suggest to the people of California the adoption of 
measures best calculated to give them effect.’’ 

But this is of litte importance in measuring the 
responsibility of the Cabinet. The constitution of 
California has been published by the press of the 
country, and is accessible to all. The Cabinet have 
duly considered its provisions. They know thata 
few thousand transient adventurers, allured by the 
auri sacra fames, from every quarter of the globe, 
to the shores of San Francisco and the Sacramen- 
to, have, without the authority of Congress, elect- 
ed delegates to a convention; which convention 
has defined the limits of a State, extending through 
ten degrees of latitude on the Pacific, with an area 
sufficient for half a dozen States of the first mag- 
nitude, and embracing all that is valuable for mi- 
ning, commercial, or agricultural purposes within 
the Territory of California. Kal lee an asser- 
tion of sovereignty over this national acquisition 
—less justifiable than the decrees of Cortes in the 
palace of Montezuma, or the legislation of Pizarro 
upon the fallen throne of the Incas—the conven- 
tion adopted a fundamental clause, forever exclu- 
ding the people of the South from its occupancy. 
With a full knowledge of the adoption of the sla- 
very restriction in the constitution of. California, 
the President ** earnestly recommends that it may 
receive the sanction of Congress.”’ 

The message argues in support of the restriction 
as follows: 


“In advising an early application by the people of these 
Territories for admission as States, | was actuated princi- 
pally by an earnest desire to afford to the wisdom and pa- 
triotiem of Congress the opportunity of avoiding occasions 
of bitter and angry dissensions among the people of the 
United States. 

* Under the Constitution, every State has the right of es- 
tablishing, and from time to time altering, its municipal 
laws and domestic institutions, independently of every other 
State of the Gene:al Government, subject only to the prohi- 
bitions and guarantees expressly set forth in the Constitution 
of the United States,”’ 


Lest the passage of the ‘* Wilmot proviso’ by 
Congress might occasion “bitter and angry dis- 
senstons among the people of the United States,’ 
thé Californians were advised to adopt it. Théir 
right to do so is considered unquestionable, because 
‘every State has the right of establishing, and from 
time to time to altering, its municipal laws and do- 
mesatic institutions.” ‘The first statement assumes 
that the southern people only object to acertain form 
of exclusion, and will acquiesce in every other 
that the Cabinet may suggest and the Californians 
adopt; the second, that California is a State with full 
sovereignty, when in factit has not yet been advanced 
to the rank of a territorial dependency of the Union. 

When the people of California, after a suitable 
period of territorial tutelage, and in pursuance of 
an act of Congress, assemble in convention to 
adopt a constitution, they will possess the power, 
** under the general principles of the Constitution,”’ 
to determine their own domestic institutions. Buy 
the scheme to exclude the people of half the States 
of this Confederacy by the present population now 
roaming over that Territory is in conflict with the 
whole spirit of the Constitution, and ought not 

‘to receive the sanction of Congress.”’ 

From all the facts disclosed, it appears that the 
present State organization of California is the mere 
creature of a Cabinet intrigue, designed to relieve 
the present Executive from either an approval or 
a veto of the Wilmot proviso. I have no hesita- 
tion in asserting, that the policy recommended is 
more obnoxious to the South than the measure it 
was intended to supersede. The Wilmot proviso 
is a bold and open exercise of power by the Con- 
gress of the United States, which has the admitted 
right to legislate for the territories, subject to the 
restraints of the Constitution; while the people 
who have assumed to incorporate the same proviso 
into the constitution of California have né color of 
authority to legislate for any purpose or to the 
most limited extent. 
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| The several States composing this Confedera- 
| tion acquired an indefeasible title to the Territo- 
ries of California and New Mexico by the “7 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the ratifications of whic 
| were exchanged on the 30th of ey 1848. The 
| several States, or the people thereof, became joint 
| tenants of this common domain, entitled to equal 
| rights therein, which the Federal Government, as 
the agent of all, is under the highest obligation to 
protect. In accordance with this obligation, it 
devolved on the last Congress to extend over it 
| territorial governments, which would invite the 
emigration of American citizens, with their prop- 
| erty of every description, from every section of 
the Union. But the prevailing conflict of opinions 
and passions was fatal to harmonious action. Con- 
| gress expired without the exercise of its legitimate 
| authority over the Territories, leaving them sub- 
| ject to the Constitution of the United States, 
which is ‘‘ the supreme law of the land;’’ to the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, ‘* made under the 
authority of the United States;”’ and to the local 
| laws of the Territory, as they existed at the con- 
clusion of the treaty, regulating the relations of 
| the inhabitants with each other, not in conflict 
with either the Constitution or the treaty. The 
termination of the war left a government de facto 
| in full operation, competent to administer the 
laws, untila more effective government could be 
| provided by Congress. Upon thet subject, Mr. 
Buchanan says : 

“In the mean time, the condition of the people of Cali- 
fornia is anomalous, and will require on their part the exer. 
cise of great prudence and discretion. By the conclusion of 
the treaty of peace, the military governmentgvhich was es 
tablished over thein, under the laws of war, as recognized 
by the practice of all civilized nations, has ceased to derive 
its authority from this source of power. But is there, for 
this reason, no government in California? Are lite, liberty, 
and property under the protection of no existing authorities? 
This would be a singular phenomenon in the face of the 
world, and especially among American citizens, distin- 
guished as they are above all other people for their law- 
abiding character. Fortunately, they are not reduced to 
this sad condition. The termination of the war left an ex- 
isting government—a government de fucto—in full opera- 
tion ; and this will continue, with the presumed consent of 
the people, until Congress shall provide for them a territo- 
rial government. The great law of necessity justifies this 
conclusion. The consent of the people is irresistibly inferred 
from the fact that no civilized community could possibly 
desire to abrogate an existing government, when the alter- 
native presented would be to place themselves in a state of 
anarchy, beyond the protection of all laws, and reduce them 
to the unhappy necessity of submitting to the dominion of 
the strongest.’”’ 

This was the condition of California and New 
Mexico when the present Administration succeed- 
ed to office, on the 4th of March last. 

I now proceed to inquire, what were the duties 
of the Executive in relation to these territories ? 
Under our form of government, the President pos- 
sesses neither legislative nor judicial power. The 
Constitution distinctly defines the several depart- 
ments and the appropriate functions of each, vest- 
ing in the President powers purely executive: 

“The executive power shall be vested in a President of 
the United States of America.” 

The President shall be commander-in-chief of the army 
and navy of the United States.”’ 

** He shall take care that the laws be faithfully executed.” 


We have seen that a government de facto was in 
operation, with full capacity for the preservation 
of order and the efficient administration of the 
laws. It was his duty, to the extent of his power, 
to maintain the existing Government until Con- 
gress exerted its paramount power to abrogate it, 
and to ** take care that the laws be faithfully 
executed.’? The Constitution was ‘‘ the supreme 
law of the land;”’ and if it had been faithfully 
executed—if the great principle which it embodies 
of equal rights to all the citizens of the several 
States of this confederacy had been recognized and 
enforced in that territory—a slaveholding people 
would now and forever hereafter control its poliii- 
cal destiny. But, instead of sustaining the govern- 
ment de facto, the first movement of the Adminis- 
tration was to send out an emissary to instigate its 
overthrow. Instead of taking care ‘that the laws 
be faithfully executed,’’ the Constitution, which is 
‘*the supreme law of the land,’’? has been con- 
temptuously disregarded, and the civil code of a 
brevet brigadier general recognized as “the su- 
preme law of the land.’’ Instead of awaiting the 
action of Congress, the only law-making power 
of the Government, the Cabinet usurps the power 
of legislation; and, not being itself of easy locomo- 
tion, does the work by proxy. The task of giving 
a government to California, which, at the last ses- 











Feb. 12, 


| sion, 230 members of Conyress found jt impossible 
| to perform, is readily done by a single mem! ; 
| under a deputation from the Cabinet. Verily M. 
| Kine has discovered that there is more potency : 
| a Cabinet authorization than ina commission le. 
| rived from seventy thousand freemen of Georvia. 
that it is better to serve one than many masters 2 
If the past history of our country had furnished 
no precedents to guide the Administration 
interference in the affairs of California we 
excite less surprise, and might be charits 
imputed to a misconception of its powers, Bur 
at least two cases—strictly analogous—are jn. 
delibly impressed upon our records: one (the ac. 
quisition of Louisiana) under the administration 
of Mr. Jefferson, in 1803; the other (the acqui- 
sition of Florida) under that of Mr. Monr 


its 
uld 
bly 


r 0e, in 
1820—both of the first magnitude in their don 
entitled now to the highest importance as prece. 


dents, because their consideration elicited all the 
wisdom and virture of their respective eras, and 
more than all, because they were established under 
the administration of ** our earlier Presidents,” jy 
| the purer and better days of the republic. Both were 
| acquisitions of territory from foreign Powers, se;. 
tled by a foreign population, and acquired by a 
treaty of cession as in the present ease, and were 
subject to the same laws, viz: the Constitution of 
the United States, the treaties of cessions, and the 

rivate local laws, not in cenflict with either, Dig 
Mr. Jefferson send a political emissary to Louisi- 
ana to advise the contented Creoles, numbering 
about 90,000, to rise up in defiance of the powers 
of Congress, and establish a revolutionary govern- 
| ment subversive of the government de facto? If 
they had done so, would he have * earnestly re- 
commended ’’ to Congress the immediate admission 
of that immense territory, containing an area of 
more than 1,100,000 square miles, as one State 
into this Union? On the contrary, Mr. Jefferson 
called Congress together on the 17th of October, 

1803, three weeks earlier than the day fixed by 
the preceding Congress, and submitted the country 
to its jurisdiction. 

A similar policy was pursued by Mr. Monroe, 
who followed the illustrious example of Jefferson; 
from which the present Cabinet, though pledged to 
imitate our ** earlier Presidents,’’ has been the first 
to depart. I repeat, “the first to depart,” not- 
withstanding the inferences which may be drawn 
from the following sentence of the message: 

‘‘ Itis understood that the people of the western part of 
California have formed a plan of a State constitution, aud 
will soon submit the same to the judgment of Congress, 
and apply for admission as a State. This course on their 
part, though in accordance with, was not adopted exclu- 
sively in consequence of, any expression of my wishes, 1n- 
asmuch as measures tending to this end had been promoted 
by the officers sent there by my predecessor, and were al- 
ready in active progress of execution before any communi- 
cation from me reached California.” 

Very true. Riley was sent to California by the 
preceding Administration; but his proclamation 
was not issued until the arrival of King, and it 
was ascertained that the present government had, 
** by anticipation,” approved of that measure. If 
King’s instructions had conflicted with Riley’s 
programme of organization, of course the procla- 
mation would have been suppressed ; for King was 
at once recognized by the public functionaries in 
that distant province as the bearer of the Sultan’s 
firman, from whom there was no appeal, and no 
alternative but obedience or the bow-string. The 
present Cabinet dare notmake the charge direcily 
that Mr. Polk gave countenance to the scheme 
which has been so successfully carried out under 
their administration. a can only venture to 
say that measures tending that way had been pro- 
moted by officers sent there by Mr. Polk, from 
which some may draw the inference that he ap- 
proved the course adopted by his own subordi- 
nates. If made directly or inferentially, I should 
feel authorized, from an examination of the sub- 
ject, to regard it as a craven aspersion of the char- 
acter of that eminent statesman, whose fame 's 
now the fame of his a of which you, and |, 
and all of us are the guardians. 

“In his annual message of December 25th, 184°, 
the last official communication embracing this = 
ject, we find his views stated with the dignity an 
independence befitting the importance of the subject 
_ and his high official station. Unused to 9 
tion and untramelled by the restraints of ponw : 
| expediency, his opinion on the subject of the !~ 


| mot proviso were imed to Congress, with 





_ the notification that ite enactment would be resisted 
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arged that it was the solemn duty of Congress 
io provide, with the least practicable delay, for 
New Mexico and California, regularly organized 
erritorial governments,’ Congress was further 
admonished of the danger of delay, and earnestly 
invoked, for the sake of the Union, ‘to adjust at 
its present session this, the only dangerous question 
whieh lies in our path. : , 
‘These recommendations are too plain to be mis- 
ken or misrepresented, and are, in effect, a dis- 
siaimer on the part of the Exécutive of legislative 
power, and a reference of the subject to Congress 
for its adjustment; they are a condemnation “by 
witicipation” of the proceedings of Riley and 
King, and an unanswerable refutation of the views 
of the present Cabinet. The whole policy of 
President Polk may be summed up in a few 
words—the immediate adjustment of this question by 
Congress without the Wilmot proviso. va 
announced in his first message after the acquisi- 
tion of those territories, with singular felicity and 
power, and reiterated in each succeeding one with 


an earnestness of feeling and a force of argument |. 


which increased with the imminence of the dan- 
ser. A recurrence to the action of the late Ex- 
ecutive is gratifying to his friends. He did not 
look for the rules of his conduct to selfish expe- 
diency, but to the unchanging principles of the 
Constitution. He did not rely upon a conceal- 
ment of his opinions for the success of his Ad- 
ministration, but upon a thorough understanding 
of himself, his motives, and his principles, by the 
ereat mass of his countrymen. 
acteristic to meet danger with heroism, and to 
grapple with the passions and prejudices hosiile 
ww the Constitution and the Union, and overpower 
them by the irresistible force of truth. 
and sublime contrast with his- successors, he 
sought safety neither in a concealment of opinion 
or postponement of action. I am happy to be- 
lieve that his countrymen, forgetful of past party 
divisions, are now paying to his memory the 
tribute of their admiration and gratitude; that his 


posthumous fame is undarkened by the mists | 


which surrounded its morning beams. 


An Administration which shuns responsibility, | 


practises concealment, and resorts to the cunning 
devices of political expediency, cannot long sur- 
vive the public contempt. The present one, not 
yet a year old, wears the aspect of effete and 
imbecile senility. In the hour of its conception, 
the seeds of death were planted in the heart of the 
embryo, and the throes and agonies of its partu- 
tition were unmistakable evidences that they had 
germinated and would speedily fructify into a har- 
vest of death. The living principle of popular 


support no longer gives sustenance to its tottering | 


decrepitude. Its recommendation of inaction, in 
reforence to the question which of all others de- 


mands immediate action, springs from a conscious- | 


ness of weakness, and is the wail of the sick old | 
man, who begs for repose when the deepening | 
shades of eternal night are closing around him. || 
But the hiss of human passions by this querulous | 
appeal cannot be Waeked: Events roll on, casting | 
their lengthened shadows before them, threaten- || 
ing, in their unchecked course, the destruction of | 


I trast that the remarks I have felt constrained 
by a sense of duty to make, touching the proposed | 
policy of the Administration, will in no Mets be 
attributed to partisan opposition. My object is to 
discuss the question of the rights of the South in 


the Constitution and the Union. | 





viso”” has been superseded by the Executive re- || 
‘ommendation, which the South may and will 1 
defeat, if they meet it with firm, united, and de- |) 
termined resistance. Regarding this as a practical /| 
question, I shall insist not only upon the abstract 
right, but the actual usufract of the South in this 
common rea and [I acknowledge no party 
obligations which can restrain me in demanding 
both. No dangers which threaten the dissolution 
of parties or of the Union are terrible enough to 
justify a further sacrifice on our part. I appeal to 
ne Constitution, and demand for my section the 
right to carry negro slaves upon the land of which 
they are joint tenants. ‘To those who are di 
resist my views, [ commend a more attentive 
rent . that meres. tie . find wat 
only guaranties slav where it exists, but 
Provides for its extension. In the States where 


rr 


This was | 


It was his char- | 


In vivid | 


| principle of legal construction, as estopped by the 
| record from assailing it by word or act. 


a || The people of the North could with much more | 
the Territories of California and New Mexico, its i| 


Present, aspect—to show that the ‘* Wilmot pro- i\ 











by the presidential veto. At the same time, he || slaves existed, they were made the basis of appor- 


|| tionment and taxation, thereby contributing two 
|| of the great elements _necessary to republican 
| government, viz.: representation to express its 
|| voice, and money for its support. 

| To extend the institution indefinitely, it prohib- 
|| ited the passage of any law to stop the importation 
|| of slaves from Africa, and elsewhere, prior to the 
|, year 1808. Another clause, with a view to its per- 
| petuation forever, provides for the recapture of 


|| fugitives who escape to non-slaveholding States. | 


|| Notwithstanding these plain stipulations between 


'| stituting the essential, vital provisions of the Con- 
| 


j 


| tion could not have been formed, we are cantingly 


|| the slaveholding and non-slaveholding States, con- | 


stitution, without which all; admit the Confedera- | 
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| 


| 


| told that ‘slavery is a sin, and the North is op- | 


|| posed to its extension.” 
| pists of this day, are better than the sages and he- 


|| covered with its glories, who assembled in the old 
| hall of the Confederation in 1787.”’ I have no re- 
|| ply to make to these pharisaical pretensions; they 
| are beneath contempt. I am content with the re- 

| ligion of the Bible, and the Constitution of our 
| fathers, uncorrupted by the comments of the pseudo 
|| moralists and statesmen who now shed their cor- 
|} uscations upon us. I shall certainly not conde- 
|; seend to reply to the puling sophistry upon this 
|| subject, so often heard in this House. Were I 
|| disposed to argue the question of slavery, with- 
|| out reference to the Constitution, in all its rela- 
|| tiens, religious, moral, social, and _ political, 
no fear of, its successful vindication would 
| restrain me. It would seem to be profanation to 


| gall an institution of society irreligious or immoral, | 


| which is expressly and repeatedly sanctioned by 
| the word of God; which existed in the tents of 
|| the patriarchs, and in the households of His own 


‘We, the philanthro- | 


j 


roes, purified by the trials of the Revolution and | 


| chosen people; and a perversion of the truth of | 


| history to denounce that institution as a social or 
|| political evil, which existed in all the free States of 
|| antiquity, and is inseparably connected with the 
|| arts and arms, the science and literature, the paint- 
ing and statuary of Greece and Rome—upon which 
|| was erected a civilization which lit up the ancient 
world, and now illumines ourown! But in our 
country we have the most striking and brilliant 
illustrations of the benefits of slavery, in the vast | 
areas redeemed from the wilderness, where malaria | 
forbade the emigration of whites, and which now | 
teem with the production of southern staples; in | 
the large amount of valuable exports, the product 
of slave labor, which freight the keels of commerce 
to every harbor of the world, and bring in return | 
imports of corresponding value; in the individual | 
prosperity and happiness’ of our people, without | 
example in any other social organization; in our | 





political stability, where no armed police is neces- 
sary for the suppression of mobs, and the mace of 
the civil magistrate is omnipotent. 

But I cannot pursue these general reflections, | 
which are out of place when uttered here. Our | 
right on each side grew out of the Constitution, | 
and [am willing to abide by its stipulations and | 
compromises without re-opening for controversy 
questions which were definitively settled b its | 
adoption. Slavery being rn 4 by the Gon. 
stitution, and provision made for its perpetuation 
and extension in the clauses referred to, | consider 
all the parties to it, according to every known 





propriety assail any other species of property held | 
under the’ municipal laws of the several States; 
for, with two exceptions, viz: the right of property 
in negro slaves, and the exclusive right of authors | 
and inventors “to their respective writings and | 
discoveries,’’ the Constitution does not recognize 


| the private rights of property, nor stipulate for 


| their protection, but leaves them as they existed | 
, under the municipal laws. It results that we have | 
a double protection: the municipal laws of the sev- | 
| eral States, and the express stipulations of the 
Constitution. Slaves were regarded as a kind of | 
| property entitled to special and peculiar favor, and 
were therefore singled out by the Constitution 


| from the mass of other property—invested with 
| higher dignity and guarded with greater security: | 


too precious to be intrusted solely to State laws, 


the Constitution has thrown its own protecting | 


around it. 


pon all these points, however, northern rep- 


| 
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resentatives pretend to differ with us, and insist 
upon the right to exclude the South from the 
common property. It remains to be seen whether 
the South will meet the “ California proviso”’ 
with resistance, ‘ at every hazard and to the last 
extremity,” as she did the ** Wilmot proviso.” 
I am unwilling to live under the Union without 
the Constitution; the North cannot live and flour- 
ish without the Union. Much as they hate slavery, 
they love the Union more, and are willing to go 
no further in their aggressions than is consistent 
with its duration. This is strikingly illustrated 
in the history of the ** Wilmot proviso.”’ 

Upon the first introduction of that measure in 
the 29th Congress, it received the sanction of this 
House, as it did at every succeeding session until 
the present. Within a few days past it has been 
laid upon the table by the votes of those known 
to be pledged to the exclusion of slavery from 
every foot of the common domain. This is a move- 
ment to elude southern resistance and save the 
Union. They clung,with iron tenacity to thia 
favorite measure, until convinced that the choice 
was between the proviso and Union; and then, 
true to their instincts, they chose the latter. But 
the South has not gained the battle. The enemy 
has "only changed front, to wheel into line, and 
renew the assault. Our only safety now is in 
standing to our arms. 

They have deposed their old leaders—Hale, 
Seward and Giddings—and rallied under the ban- 
ner of “the hero that never surrenders.” Upon 
that banner is inscribed, ‘* the Union without the 
Constitution.”? As the Roundheads of Cromwell, 
when they charged the foe, were ordered to sing 
hosannas to the King of Hosts, they shout ho- 
sannas to **the Union,”’ and for the same rea- 
sons. They know it is a’word of inspiration to 
every American citizen, calling up memories full 
of glory and grandeur—a word of idolatrous wor- 
ship, engraven upon the altar of our political tem- 
ple. As the Persians fall prostrate before the rising 
sun, so we are expected to bow to the omnipo- 
tence of a word, I greatly mistake the character 
| of our people, and underrate their intelligence, 
if a recollection of past glories can make them 
insensible to present shame. Not all the pres- 
tige which clusters around the brow of the mili- 
tary hero, nor the charmed sway of the word 
‘*Union,’’ can lull the people of the South into 
submission. The wrongs practised under this 
Union have induced them to reflect upon its op- 
erations, and to inquire whether, in the course of 
events, its dissolution would be promotive of 
their security and happiness or otherwise, With- 
out extinguishing the love of the South for the 
Union, these reflections have led to the opinion 
that we have within ourselves all the clements of 
wealth, prosperity and national power, which, 
under a separate confederation, would be devel- 
oped with unexampled rapidity. . 

With a territory of more than eight hundred 
thousand square miles, and a population of nine 
millions, we would at least be more respectable in 
dimensions and numbers than were our ancestors 
of 1776, at the commencement of the revolutionary 
contest, and, if the worst calamity resulted from a 
dissolution, would not have a sturdier foe to en- 
counter nor a more protracted triumph over op- 
pression, But there would béno cause of war, in 
the event of separation: as our northern neighbors 
would be no longer responsible for the “sin of 
slavery,’’ of course they would let us alone, in our 
harmless pursuit of happiness and prosperity. Our 
policy would not induce us to have much connec- 
tion with them. Manufacturing skill is more ad- 
vanced and labor cheaper in Old than in New Eng- 
land; and the latter would be consequently relieved 
from the manufacture annually of 500,000 bags of 
southern cotton, a8 4 direct communication would 
immediately spring up between our southern ports 
and Europe; the coastwise trade would be meas- 
urably broken up, and we would no longer have 
need of northern bottoms. Our exports are now 
about double those of the North, and our imports 
should correspond; but they do not average much 
more than one-fourth. The explanation of this is, 
that our imports do not now return to us wobec’ 
but much the larger portion reach us indirectly 
through the ports of the North, and are there 
taxed with the onerous profits of capitalists, im- 
porters, merchants, ship-owners, and others, who 
| hus mainly sabsist upon southern labor. 

This unnatural course of trade is one of the ef- 
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fects of the Union, and, in the absence of its com- 
mercial regulations, the natural laws of trade 
would resume their ascendency, and the services 
of the commercial classes of the North be no longer. 
required. Her tonnage now is inconsiderable, and 
her shipping would at first be insufficient for the 
great demands of our exports and imports; but the 
English ship-owners would underbid those of the 
North, who would not be required to serve us in 
this way. 

What would be the effects of all this upon the 
great commercial marts now revelling in opulence? 
—upon her flourishing manufacturing towns, swel- 
ling into the importance of cities ?—upon her vast 
tonnage, increasing with the increase of southern 
productions? I leave these to be answered by the 
demagogue who, in the event of dissolution, would 
he doomed to howl forever amid the desolation he 
will have caused. 

The Federal Government raises annually from 
imports more than thirty millions of dollars, which 
go into the national treasury, and indirectly an 
immense sum is levied upon the South for the ben- 
efitof northern manufacturers. This revenue is 
expended chiefly in the North; and while the 
South pays tribute to this Government, she is 
scarcely permitted to share in the largess. « 

Under a separate southern confederation, we 
would be relieved of these burdens; the wealth of 
our soil would accumulate in the hands of its nat- 
ural proprietors, to be expended within our own 
limits in works of utility and taste. 

Our monopoly of the valuable staples of cotton, 
tobacco, sugar, and rice, would insure us the chief 
control of the commerce of the world. Our natu- 
ral facilities of intercommunication would invite 
an extended internal commerce. Holding the 
mouth of the Mississippi, and the most important 
part of its navigable trunk, all the produce of the 
non-slaveholding States, which seeks egress to 
the ocean through its channel, would pay us trib- 
ute, Cuba, with her institution of slavery and 
kindred sympathies, is ready to spring into our 
embrace, anda field of indefinite extension invites 
us south and west of the Rio Grande. With these 
views of future wealth and grandeur lightening up 
the path of our destiny, can you believe that we 
fear to tread it alone? When these points, barel 
noticed in my remarks, are fully elaborated in all 
their amplitude before the Southern Convention to 
assemble in Nashville in June next, can you doubt 
the unanimity of the South? I believe that love 
of the Union 1s still strong with the southern peo- 
ple; but will it be increased by a bold and free 
discussion of these topics ? 

The objects of this convention are to maintain 
the rights of the South, under the Constitution, 
and save the Union; but I submit to the considera- 
tion of the representatives of the North, if it would 
not be better, by a timely display of magnanimity 
on their part, to concede the one object, and there- 
by accomplish the other, without forcing us to this 
perilous expedient? The meeting of this conven- 
tion is decreed by the irreversible voice of the peo- 
ple, unless the action of Congress, in due time, 
remove the causes of present complaint and future 
apprehension; and whilst [ avow its object to be 
conservative, I should be wanting in cantik were I 
not to declare that it may lead to other and far dif- 
ferent results. The intense excitement of the pub- 
lic mind is comparatively powerless now, because 
of the diversity of views in regard to the proper 
remedy for the mischief. But this heat is favora- 
ble to fusion of mind upon subordinate details, and 
the recommendations of the convention are not 
likely to meet with a cold reception from the 
masses, sy sic if they are extreme or revolu- 
tionary. Their effect will be to concentrate the 
public mind upon an organized plan of action, 
which will be carried into execution with a celer- 
ity and energy which no opposition dare to encoun- 
ter. 

The meeting of the convention will be preceded 
by popular elections for delegates, occurring about 
the same time throughout the whole South. In 
this Canvass all those questions which tend to the 
estrangement of the e from the Union will 
necessarily be introduced, and augment, without 
measure, the present excitement. With these 
causes of aggravation, who can estimate the force 
of the pressure from without upon this conven- 
tion? The continental Congress of 76 were swept 
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dissolved our union with Great Britain. 





| ness its open and shameful violation. 
| tempted consummation of such an act would be 
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of insult and injury which kindled the fires of the | 
revolution were trivial, in comparison with those | 
which now inflame the public mind of the South. | 
Have our people forgotten the memorable decla- 

ration, that ‘when a long train of abuses and 

usurpations, pursuing invariably the same olsject, | 
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute | 


despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to | 


throw off such government, and to provide | minutes, when he yielded to a motion 


new guards for their future security?’’ I warn 


the North, that the living truth here uttered 
animates every southern heart, and that every 
voice in that convention will proclaim it; that mil- 
lions of freemen will shout their joyous responses, | 


until every hill and valley, of the South resound || 
with the anthem. Do not delude yourselves with the | 


fatal error, that the resistance of the South is con- 


viso; and that your objects can be accomplished | 


by adopting the substitute proposed by the Cabi- |, 


net. The same resistance will be offered to the ad- 
mission of California. We know that the latter | 
measure would be followed by immediate results 
more injurious to us than the application of the 
Wilmot proviso to all the Territories of the Union. 
Representation in both branches of Congress 
would instantly follow its admission, and two ad- 
ditional free-soil Senators would give efficient aid | 
in extending this favored principle to our remain- | 
ing territory. The strict balance of power no 
longer exists in the Senate, but with the aid ofa | 
few heroic friends from the non-slaveholding 
States, that theatre has heretofore been doubtful 
battle-ground. But with any acces8ion to the | 
strength of the North, the parliamentary struggle 
could be no longer maintained. From this con- | 
sideration alone, the present admission of Califor- | 
nia would meet with determined and unmeasured 
resistance. 
Will the representatives of the North attempt, | 
by the power of numbers, to: outrage the Consti- | 
tution and degrade the South by the admission of 
this Territory as a State, without the offer of some 
equivalent? I suggest to them to remember that 
we are sworn to support the Constitution, and 
could scarcely sit in tame acquiescence and wit- 
The at- 


the overthrow of the Constitution which the 
5 we represent would resist by force of arms. 

e are here as the representatives of the people, 
but are our obligations to the Constitution and the 
South less than those of other individual citizens, 
who, in the aggregate are the people ? We assume 
additional obligations when we come as representa- 
tives; but are we relieved from those which rested 
upon us as private citizens? My individual opin- 
ion is, that if the southern people ought to resist a 
measure of aggression, after its consummation, we 
here are under the same or a higher obligation to 
resiat its consummation. These suggestions are | 
made, not in the nature of threats or menace. Ido | 
not underrate the firmness of the North; as a mat- 
ter of discretion, itis always proper to assume that | 
eggs, tb is firm,even if the fact be doubtful. | 

ut the course proper to be pursued in any and 
every event is br the determination of southern 
members. I am willing to suggest, and if my 
course is not approved, to follow any path of 
honor which may be pointed out by those who 
are older and wiser. I trust that we shall stand 
together as one man, and present our breasts as 
the shield of the Constitution. 

Mr. BAKER. Did I understand the gentleman 
as stating that the Wilmot proviso had been defeat- 
ed? If so, when was it defeated ? 

Mr. INGE. The other day when the resolution | 
of the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Root] was laid 
on the table, 

Mr. BAKER. When the proviso comes up as 
a distinct proposition it will not be defeated. 

Mr. INGE. But it will never come up asa dis- 
tinct proposition. You will give it the go-by. 

Mr. BAKER. No, we will not. You will see. 

Mr. INGE. Yes, you will give it the go-by. 
Did you vote on the motion to lay the resolution 
on the table? 

Mr. BAKER. No. 

Mr. INGE. ‘Then you had better ask those who 
voted to lay it on the table. 
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_ committee, expressing his dissent from 


fined to one form of aggression—the Wilmot pro- || Ovid Landing on Seneca Lake, to Sheldrake on 
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An ineffectual motion was made that the co 
mittee rise. * 


Mr. HILLIARD then proceeded to 


address the 


. the poli 
recommended by the President in relation to Cal. 


fornia, and in enforcing the necessity 
plete and final settlement of the questi 
time. 

Mr. H. had spoken some fifteen or 


of a com. 
ON at this 


twent 


that the 


committee rise. [His remarks will be published 


‘| when corrected.] ® 


The motion having been agreed to, the com. 


|| mittee rose, 


And the House adjourned. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

By Mr. SACKET'T: A bill to establish a post road from 
Lake, in Seneca county, New York, Cayuga 

Also, a bill to dispose of the public lands, in small quanti- 
ties, to actual settlers free of all charge except the cost of 
survey and sale. 

Also, a bill to repeal an act entitled © An act to extend 
patent heretofore granted to William Woodworth,” passed 
February 26th, 1845. 

Also, 2 bill to prohibit slavery in all the territory belonging 
to the United States. 7 

By Mr. RICHARDSON: A bill to confirm titles to land to 
the heirs and devisees in certain cases. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Hlinois: A bill to grant to each of 
the States in which public lands are situated, a quantity of 
land equal to one township in each land district, to aid jn 
making geological and mineralogical surveys in such States 
respectively. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions were presented and re- 
ferred under the rule: 

By Mr. MILLER: The petition of William F. Bartley 
and 85 other citizens of Morrow county, Ohio, requesting 
Congress to reduce the present rates of postage by estab. 
lishing the rates of postage on prepaid letters at two cents 
per half ounce. Referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the petition of G. W. Armstrong and others, citi- 
zens of Knox county, Ohio, asking Congress to fix the rates 
of postage on prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. 
Referred to the same commitiee. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Francis 0. Pratt 
and 162 others, citizens of Somerset, Niagara county, New 
York, praying Congress -to establish the rate of postage on 
prepaid letters at two cents per half ounce. Referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

By Mr. LITTLEFIELD: The memorial of Alexander 
Barbour, of Portland, Maine, against the renewal of the 
patent-right of Woodworth’s planing machine. Referred 
to the Committee on Patents. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of George McIntosh 
and 58 others, citizens of Norfolk, asking a reduction of 
postage to two cents on all prepaid letters. Referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, 

On motion by Mr. MILLSON, the petition and papers of 
William Tee were ordered to be withdrawn from the files 
of the House, and referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. 

By Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
Mrs. Nancy Haggard, asking the allowance of interest on 
commutation pay granted for the services of her father, Wil- 
liam Grimes, in the revolutionary war. Referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

By Mr. SWEETSER: The petition of Samuel W. Rose, 
and other citizens of Alexandria, Licking county, Ohio, 
praying Congress to reduce the rates of postage. 

By Mr. LEFFLER: The petition Mr. E. Beardsley 
and others, citizens of lowa, praying the establishment of a 
mail route from Belleme, Jackson county via Andrew, Can- 
ton, Scotch Grove, Edinburgh, Anamosa, the county seat of 
Jones county, to Independence, the county seat of Buchanan 
county, Lowa. 

Also, the petition of S. P. Stoughton and others, praying 


| the establishment of a mail route from Prarie du Chien to 


Independence, the county seat of Buchanan county via El- 
cader and Buffalo Grove. ; 

By Mr. MORRIS: The petition of the citizens of Hig- 
ginsport, Brown county, Ohio, asking for the reduction of 
postage. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 

‘ost Roads. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of Dexter Ewell and 
123 others, citizens of the counties of Erie and Wyoming, 
New York, asking Congress to consider “the unconstiti- 
tionality, injustice and oppression of the national chaplaincy 
system, and abolish the office of chaplain wherever it may 
exist under the authority of Congress.” Referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. is 

Also, the petition of Joseph R. Page and 27 others, citizens 
of Perry county, New York, praying that postage on pre 

id letters weighing not over half an ounce, may be estab- 

ished at two cents. : 

Also, the like petitition of N. Brownson ani 18 others, of 
Wareaw, New York. 

And the like petition of Daniel Burbank and 83 other, 
teachers and students in Middlebury Academy, Wyomins, 
New York. 5 4 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Alexander Hilands an 


_ 117 others, citizens of Clarion county, Pennsylvania, pra) ing 
| Congress to change the tariff laws, and for an increase or 
| dnties upon certain articles. Referred to-the Committee 


Ways and Means. ot. 0. A. Bhions and 50 others, citioems 
i . A. othe +3 
Also, the petition iott a Senred the 


Mr. INGE aoeg concluded— 
Mr. HILLIAR omg among many com- 


of the came county, upon the same subject. 
petitors) obtained the floor, 


same committee. 


—— 


li on by the storm of popular excitement to the dec- 
; laration of Aimerican independence, which forever 


| Also, the petition of John Painters and 42 others, citizens 








from 
yuga 


Anti. 
st af 


nda 
Ssed 


ging 
id to 


h of 
ty of 
d in 


ates 


tlett 
‘ting 
tab- 
ents 
Post 


Citi- 
ates 
nee, 


rat 
lew 
on 
i to 
der 
red 


ash 
1 of 
the 


s of 
alid 


| of 

on 
Vil- 
the 


hio, 


sley 
na 


it of 
pan 


ing 
to 


Jig- 
n of 
and 


and 
ing, 
itu 
ney 
nay 
the 


pre- 


, of 


ers, 
ing, 


and 
ying 


e of 


ens 
the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


of the same county, Upon the same subject. Referred to the 
mittee. 

BY Mr LEFFLER: The petition of David G. Bates, ask- 
ing Congress to refund the taxes paid on lead smelted prior 
"oy ie. THOMPSON, of Iowa: The petition of 140 citi- 
zens of the frontier cuunties on the Des Moines river, in the 
state of Lowa, praying for the establishment of a military 
nostat Lizzard Fork on said river, for the protection of said 
frontier against the aggressions Of the Indians. Keferred to 
te Committee on Military Affairs. vi ee 

By Mr. McLANAHAN: The petition of citizens of Perry 
county, Pennsylvania, for a reductivn in the rates of post- 
age. Referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
wey Me. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 
Panville, and vicinity, for a mail route from Dariville via 
pilot, Middle Fork, Sugar Grove, Ten Mile Grove, and An- 
cords, to Pontiac. Reterred to the Committee on the Post 
Gitice and Post Roads. 7 

Also, the petition. for the same purpose, from the citizens 
of Pontiac. and vieinity. Referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. : 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The memorial of the Legislature of 
Misiouri asking the grant of alternate sections of the pub- 
jc lands, along the Current river in said State, for a dis- 
tance of about one hundred miles from Jake’s Forks, to the 
youth, for the purpose of improving the navigation of the 
sane. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, February 12, 1850. 


Mr. WHITCOMB presented a joint resolution | 
of the Legislature of Indiana, instructing their | 
Senators and requesting their Representatives to 
use their influence in obtaining the — of a | 
law requiring that all suits brought in the United | 
States courts, involving questions of patent-rights | 
brought by patentees and their assigns who are in- || 
solvent, may be compelled to give security for || 
costs of suit, or in default thereof that the suit may | 
be dismissed; which was referred to the Commit- | 
tee on the Judiciary and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented twenty-four petitions 
from citizens of Maine, asking that the spirit ra- 
tion may be abolished in the navy of the United || 
States. 

Also, a like number of petitions from citizens of 
the same State, asking that flogging may be abol- 
ished in the navy of the Unit States; which sev- 
eral petitions were referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 













GLOBE. 


Also, the memorial of the Legislature of Missouri, asking 
agrant of the iaundated land, in southeastern Missouri, to 
said State, for the purpose of reclaiming and improving the 
a the memorial of the Legislature of Missouri, asking 
an appropriation for leveeing the banks of the Mississippi 
river along the borders of the counties of New Madrid, Scout, 
aid Mississippi, for the purpose of reclaiming large bodies 
of land now rendered useless by overflows. All of which 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, the memorial of the Legislature of the State of Mis- 
souri, asking for the construction of a great Central Railroad 
from the Mississippi river to the bay of Sau Francisco, in 
California, with a brancl to Oregon, for the purpose of facili- 
tating military operations, increasing commerce, enhancing 
the value of the public lands, and promoting intercourse with 
the different and distant sections of the Republic. Which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Join Crossgrove and 
107 other citizens of Chautauque —-. New York, pray- 
ing Congress to grant an appropriation forthe improvement 
of Portland harbor, on Lake Erie. Referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Also, the vetition of the heirs of Casper Rouse, deceased, 
for remun?ration for losses sustained by said Rouse in the 
Revolutionary War. Referred to the Comumftiee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Joseph 8S. Penny- 
packer and 86 other citizens of Pennsylvania, asking for 
the passage of a law for the immediate abolition of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia. 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of Silas Waterman, of 
Lebanon, New Hampshire, an invalid soldier of the last 
war with Great Britain, praying for an increase of his pen- 
sion; which was referred to the Committee vn Lavalid Pen- 
sions. . 

By Mr. HARLAN: The petition of James T. Bliss and 
46 other persons of the counties of Allen and De Kalb, in 
the State of Indiana, praying for the suppression of the slave” 
trade by means of a vigorous system Of colonization. Re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Also, the petition of John ‘Faylor, and 52 others of the 
counties of Blackford, Delaware, and Grant, in the State of 
Indiana, deploring the manifold evils of war, and believing 
it possible to supersede, in most cases, its alleged necessity, 
by the adoption of wise and peaceable substitutes ; and re- 
questing Congress to take such action as it may deem best 
in favor of a Congress of Nations for the accomplishinent of 
80 desirable an object. Referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

Also, the petition of A. D. Goble and 92 others, of the 
counties of Noble and Whitley, in the State of Indiana, 
praying fur the establishment of a post route from Columbia, 
in Whitley county via Pawpano to Wolf Lake, in Nobile 
whe to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post 3. 

_ By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: Several petitions numerously 
signed by citizens of Carroll and Columbiana, for the estab- 
lishment of a mail route from Carrollton to Salem, Ohio. 

_Also, two petitions from M. O, Junkin, John Downs, and 
174 others, of Steubenville, Ohio, for “land limitation and 
freedom of the public lands.” 

Also, the petition of C. C. Walcott and 25 others, propri- 
etors and workmen of the voollen factory at Steubenville, 
Ohio, for a reduction of postage. 

Also, from the county officers of Jefferson county, Ohio, 
on the same subject. 

Also, from J. Cattell, Esq., and 35 others, of Columbiana 
county, Ohio, on the same subject. 

_Also, from George C. Baldwin and 36 others, of Maho- 
hing county, Ohio, on the same subject. 

Also, from the gentlemen of the Steubenville (Ohio) bar, 
on the same subject. 

Also, a memorial from John Harman, Esq., of Ravenna, 
Ohio, asking bounty lands for himself and all other soldiers 
pr = of 1812. 

Also, petition of Nathan Winteringer, asking remuner- 
ation for the loss of a boat and load of flour a New Or- 
leans, during the siege of that city, in 1815;—all of which 
were referred to onees committees. 

Mr. CABLE also asked leave to withdraw from the files 
of the Bouse the rs of Charles Foreman, and refer 
them to the Committee on on Claims. 

Also, to withdraw from tee files of the House the papers 
of James Mackall ; and that they be referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims. ; 

ty ee ‘ The pantion of MI x. Platt and 90 

praying Congress to levy an al duty on iron 
imported into the United States, and to make the maid duty 
Specific. Referred to the Committee on Manufactures. | 

















Affairs. * 


and Post Roads. 


Mr. COOPER presented a communication from 


Robert W. Patterson, director of the United States | 
Mint at Philadelphia, in relation to the capacity of |, 
the mint, and in relation to the establishment of a | 
branch mint at New York; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 


Also, the memorial of John S. Van Dyke, legal 


representative of Henry Van Dyke, late a lieuten- 
ant in the navy, asking the payment of certam 


prize money to which he claims to be entitled; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 


Also, five petitions from citizens of Pennsylva- 
nia, asking the repeal or modification of the tariff of 
1846, and the imposition of specific instead of ad 
valorem duties; which were referred to the Com- || 
mittee on Finance. 

Also, a memorial of the Philadelphia Board of 


Trade, asking an ee for completing the 


breakwater in the Delaware Bay. 

Also, a memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, | 
asking the construction of ice harbors in the Del- | 
aware river; which several memorials were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Philadelphia, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office | 


Also, a petition of citizens of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, asking the establishment of a mail route 
from Beaver to Erie, in that State; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and | 
Post Roads. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition, signed by 
108 citizens of Chenango county, in the State of 
New York, asking that newspapers may be ex- 
empt from postage within a limited distance from 
the places of publication. 

Also, a petition from the president, professors, 
and teachers of the New York Institution for the 
Deaf and Dumb, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which several petitions were referred | 
to the Committes on the Post Office and Post |, 
Roads. i 

Mr. FOOTE presented a memorial of the regis- | 
ter and receiver of the land office at Washington, | 
Mississippi, —e to be allowed commissions on 
entries of bounty land warrants; which he moved 
to refer to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, suggested that the me- 
morial had better lie on the table, as a general bill 
haul already been reported; and the memorial was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. FOOTE also presented the memorial of 
Albert B. Norton atid others, seamen in the naval 
service during the late war with Mexico, callin 
the attention of Congress to the hardships tadeeed 
by them on an inclement coast, and the fatiguing 
inland marches and attacks made by them in the 
capacity of soldiers, and asking that the same | 
right of bounty land may be extended to them as 
was granted to the army; which he moved to refer | 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. FELCH suggested that it would be better 
to refer the memorial to the Committee on Mili- 

Affairs, as some had taken that direction, 
while others had been sent to the Committee on 
Public Lands, which committee had been dis- 
charged from their consideration, and they had 
—_ referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
airs. 





The memorial was referred to the Committee on 


Mr. ATCHISON nted the petition of citi- 
zens of Missouri, asking the establishment of a 
mail route from the Iron Mountain to Greenville, 
in that State; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KING presented the memorial of the heirs 
of Perez’ Morton, asking indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800; which was ordered to lie 
on the table. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition from Gar- 
ret Burns, asking to be allowed a pension in con- 
sideration of wounds received in the military ser- 
vice of the United States; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, a petition from members of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in Augusta, Illinois, asking a reduc- 
tion of the rates of postage; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a 
memorial from Franklin Drury and other citizens 
of Massachusetts, engaged in the manufacture of 
shoe lasts, asking that the patent-right of Thomas 
Blanchard may be protected from violation; which 
was ordered to lie on the table. 

Also, a memorial from the manufacturers of 


|| Military Affairs. 


| boots and shoes in the county of Middlesex, State 


of Massachusetts, remonstrating against any in- 
crease of duties on shoemakers’ lasts, and stating 
that shoe and bootmakers’ lasts have been manu- 
factured by the machine for turning irregular 
forms patented to Thomas Blanchard for nearly 
thirty years; that the patent has been twice re- 
newed, the last renewal to take effect on the 20th 


| January, 1848; that, before the last renewal, the 


market was well supplied with lasts at a reason- 


| able price, but that since its renewal Blanchard 


has demanded such prices for running his machine 
that some of the licensees who formerly used it 
have refused to take licenses from him, and pray 
that no additional duties may be levied on the 
importation of lasts into this country. The memo- 
rial was laid on the table. 

Aliso, a petition from the citizens of Woreester, 


| Massachusetts, numerously signed, to the same 


effect as the above; which was ordered to lie on 


| the table. 


Mr. BALDWIN presented the memorial of 
Philo S. Beers and other citizens of the United 


States, showing that after the expiration of the 
| patent granted to Thomas Blanchard for an engine 


for turning irregular bodies, and before its renew- 
al by the act of 30th June, 1834, the memorialists 
and those under whom they claim, ‘rightfully 
erected machines for the purpose of putting said 
invention into use, and were protected in the 
enjoyment thereof by a special provision in said 
renewal act of 1834, but which was inadvertently 
omitted in the act of renewalof 15th February, 
1847, and asking a re-enactment of the same; 
which was referred to the Committec on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Also, a petition from citizens of New Haven, 
asking the establishment of a uniform rate of post- 
age at two cents per half ounce for prepaid letters. 

Also, a petition of the professors and students of 
Yale Theological Seminary, in New Haven, Con- 
necticut, in favor of reducing postage to two cents 
per half ounce on all letters prepaid; which several 

titions were referred to the Committee on thie 

ost Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 
citizens of Niagara county, New York, asking the 
construction of a ship canal between Lake Ontario 
and Lake Erie and around the Sault de Ste. Marie; 
which was referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Also, a memorial from the heirs of Ebenezer 
Harrington, a revolutionary officer, asking to be 
allowed. his half-pay; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, two petitions from citizens of New York, 
in favor of cheap postage. 

Also, the momorial of Haym M. Salomon, heir 
of Haym Salomon, asking the repayment of ad- 
vances made by his father during the revolution- 
ary war; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, a memorial from Wm. E. McMaster, ask- 
ing that he may be authorized to execute for the 
Government portraits of Presidents. 

I will remark (said Mr. D.) that this young gen- 
tleman is one of high promise, not unknown tn the 
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galleries of art, and that to his merits testimonials || 


will soon be found on the walls of this Capitol. To 
his memorial I desire to call the attention of the Sen- 
ate, but especially I desire to call to it the attention 
of the Library Committee. 

Many of the States of this Union have preserved 
the portraits of their Governors, Chief Justices, 
and other eminent citizens, but the General Govern- 
ment has not been so careful in this epee so far 
as my knowledge extends. | hope this subject 
will have the early attention of the Library Com- 
mittee, and that the Senate will hear from them 
thereon at an early day. 

Mr. BRADBURY submitted additional docu- 
ments relative to the claim of James Wright for a 
es which was referred to the Committee on 

-ensions. 

Mr. B. also presented the memorial of John O. 
Means, asking compensation for services as acting 
Purser in the Navy; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. CLARKE presented the petition of the 
Merchants’ Bank of Providence, Rhode Island, 
asking a reduction of the rates of postage; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


Mr. C. also presented the petition of Nancy | 
Bowen, widow of a deceased naval seaman, asking | 


to be placed on the pension roll; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens of \ 
Burlington, New Jersey, asking a reduction of the | 
rates of postage; which was referred to the Com- | 


mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


zens of Walker county, Texas, asking the estab- 


lishment of a post office at Hegeia, in that State; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post | 


Office and Post Reads. 


Mr. H. also presented the memorial of Daniel || 


V. Quenaudon, in behalf of himself and the volun- 


teers who served in the Seminole war, asking to | 


be allowed bounty lands; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. H. also presented a petition of citizens of 
Dutchess county, New York, asking that the im- 
portation of intoxicating liquors into the United 
States may be prohibited; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. HALE submitted an additional document 
relating to the petition of Lois Brewster, late Lois 
Drew; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. H. also presented the petition of citizens of 


inster, Massachusetts, asking the adoption of || : . 
Leominster, Massachusetis, S pucker | question of reception was taken. 


amicable measures for the adjustment of interna- 
tional controversies; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 


r. H. also presented a petition of members of | - 63 
Mr. H. also presented a | are of | The other day a petition, or the procotmng® of a 
8 


the Exeter House of Delegates, in New Hamp- 
shire; a petition of citizens of Vermont; a petition 


} 
tH} 
| 
| 
} 


] 





Feb. 12, 





Severan Senators. No, no. | Mr. DAVIS. Now readt . 
Mr. BUTLER. There is an objection to the ||} The Eearne read wets ny law. 
| reading. I understand the Senator from Alabama || Manual, on the subject of ‘*Petitions,”’ as foe s 

to move that the motion to receive be laid on the “A petition prays something. A Seana Ollows; 
table. I inquire if it can be read until it is re- || prayer. Petitions must be subscribed by the Detitions 
ceived. | less they are attending, or unable to sign, and_averted. . 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The reading of the || temper’ presenting 1 adlined te needs Bat which the 
petition is called for. The petition will be read. || of the petitioner, and his name written in the beginaint! 

The petition was then read by the Secretary. —_—|,_ 0" the question (March 14, 1800) received by the a 


i} 
ii 


] 
| 





| stands the petition to be received. 


of citizens of Massachusetts, and two petitions of || 


citizens of Maine, asking a reduction of the rates 
of postage; which were severally referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


of New York, asking that the rates of postage 
may be reduced and the franking privilege abol- 
ished; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. H. also presented three petitions of citizens 
of Dover, New Hampshire, asking that corporal 
punishment in the Navy may beabolished; which 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. H. also presented two petitions of citizens 
of Dover, New Hampshire, asking that the spirit 


referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES. 
Mr. HALE. I have also received and been 
requested to present a petition, signed by 1,483 
women of Dover, New 


of New Mexico and California. 1 wish that it be 
received and referred to the Committee on the 
Territories. 

Mr. MANGUM. The question on its reception 
is raised, sir. 

Mr. HALE. I desire the petition to be read, 
thet the Senate may understand its purport. 

Mr. KING. 
ception on the table. 

Mr. HALE. Let the petition be read first. 


ampshire, praying that | 
slavery may not be extended into the Territories | 


I move to lay the motion of re- | 


} 


| 


| 
1} 
i 

| 
} 


| 


j 


i 

} 

| 
i} 
} 

} 


| statement of the contents of the petition or memorial shail | 
|| verbally be made by the introducer.”’ 


'| taken, were— 


| the table. 


| reception from the Senate. 


| wish to say one word. 


at .s || tition asking non-action and one requiring action, 
Mr. H. further presented a petition of citizens || ae ae yt, has Saat 


|| I did not perceive the distinction as clearly as the 


| ception of petitions on this agitating question, I 


| non-action, and nothing but non-action. 


| vote, in order to get into line with the decision of 


| 

| 

| Senate did; and, as | have been opposed to the re- 
| 

| 

| 

ration in the Navy may be abolished; which were | | 


| of myself and one other Senator, has decided that 


| were to be received. 


| The averment of a member, or j . 
“ To the Honorable the Senate and House of iber, or of somebody without doors, 


that they know the handwriting of the petitioners, js neces. 


Representatives of the United States of America: sary, if it be questioned. It must be presented bya 
“The undersigned women, of Dover, New Hampshire, || ber—not by the petitioners—and must be opened oi 
respectfully request that slavery may not be extended into ¥ tim, 


| holding it in his hand. 

the Territories of New Mexico and California.” i; eapaeny, © motion for reeciving it must he made and 

; . | seconded, and a question put whether it shal! b Diy. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on |; Buta ery from the House of ‘received,’ or even ‘nate 
the motion to lay the question of reception on the || dispenses with the formality of this question. It is then 4 
table. be read at the table and disposed of.” » 
Mr. HALE. I ask for the yeas and nays. Mr. KING. 1 did not regard it as a matter of 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 was about to rise for that || very great importance whether that memorial was 
purpose. _ || received or not. A majority of the Senate have 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being || decided to receive it. The object which I had in 
view was, that at this particular period, when 
YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Benton, Berrien, Borland, But- || there is so much excitement, not only here, byt 
ler, Clemens, Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, |, throughout the land on this slavery question, we 
Houston, Hunter, King, Mangum, Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, i should not, by any action of ours, increase the a 
NAYS—Messts. Baldwin, Bradbury, Bright, Chase, | Citement, and that we might not contribute to the 
Clarke, Cooper, Corwin, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, || agitation which already exists, and which may do 
Dodge ¢ a ay of ane? Douglas, Felch, || incalculable mischief. I am disposed to let the 

Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jones iller, Norris, Phelps, Sew- . . : 
ard, Shields, Smith, Spruance, Wales, and Walker—26. memorial take the — which other memorials 
; : . take. As to the non-action of which the honora- 
So the motion to lay the question of reception || ble Senator from Illinois speaks, I think it jis 
on the table was rejected. ; absurd to say that this petition prays for nop. 
Mr. DOUGLAS rose when his name was called |’ action. What do they ask? They ask that by 


and said: A memorial requiring non-action having | action of Congress slavery shall be prohibited from 


Sturgeon, Turney, and Underwood—19. 


Mr. HOUSTON presented the petition of citi- | been received the other day, on the mation to lay |) going into the Territories. 


the question of reception of this memorial on the || 
table I vote ** No.”’ 

Mr. HALE. I move to refer the memorial to || 
the Committee on the Territories. _ 

Mr. MASON. The 'motion just taken was a | 
motion to lay the question of reception upon the 
table. Inow move that the petition be laid upon 


Mr. DOUGLAS. 
tor is mistaken, 

Mr. KING. No, sir, I am not mistaken. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. | ask that the petition may 
be read. 

The petition was again read. 

Mr. KING. Very well. Does the Senator pre- 
. . | tend that the prayer of the petition does not cail 
Mr. HALE. |I rise to a quéstion of order. Can | for action 8n the part of Congress? Does he not 


J think the honorable Sena- 











has been acted upon? 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
stood that there was no further objection to the 


| that motion be put before the question of reception know that without some such action, every State 


| has an equal right in.this territory, and that ever 
citizen of the United States can go to those Terri- 
tories and carry his property of every description 
¢ 7 te || with him. And yet he says this petition requires 
Mr. DOUGLAS. Before the question is put, I |) non-action. Sir, 1 do not understand it so. Gen- 
I shall vote now that the | tlemen may receive such memorials as they please, 
and discuss them so as to increase the agitation on 
this subject of slavery, but | tell them now that 
they are drawing a fearful responsibility on them- 
| selves, and that they will be responsible if the ex- 
citement goes much further. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I will tell the honorable Sen- 
ator that do know that every citizen and each 
State has an equal right in the Territories. | have 
: : { & no question about that. And I have as little doubt 
meeting, was received here, asking non-action | that slavery does not, and cannot exist in the Ter- 
upon the subject of slavery in the Territories. It || ritories uniess it is extended there. I have as little 
was insisted that that should be received, although || doubt that by existing law slavery is now prohib- 
it related to this slavery agitation question, be- | ited in California and New Mexico, as certainly as 
cause there was a clear distinction between a pe- | in Massachusetts or in New York. I have as jitile 

doubt that this is a question which is settled not 
only by the laws of nations, but by the decisions 
} 
| 
| 
} 
j 





petition be received. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 


Mr DOUGLAS. I objected, sir, before the 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question, then, | 
is now on the reception of the petition, 
Mr. DOUGLAS. What! have to say is this; | 


of the Supreme Court of the United States; that 
the existing laws of Mexico, or the laws as they 
existed at the time of the acquisition of that coun- 
try, remain in force and unaltered, except so far as 
they are in violation of the Constitution of the 
United States. The law establishing the Catholic 
church in those countries is not in force, because 
that is in violation of the Constitution of the United 
States, and hence it ceased to exist the moment the 
country was acquired by us. But am I to be told 
|| that the law of Mexico, which was a law adopted 
| by the people themselves, prohibiting slavery, is 
ey . : | law in violation of the Constitution of the United 
petitions not praying for the action of this body || States? 


My object is to find outa || Mr, DAVIS, of Mississippi. There is no such 


rule that will be adhered to, whether the petition || Jaw. 
Mr. KING. The gentleman is entirely mis- 


voted against the reception of that petition; but I 
was in a minority of two out of fifty Senators. 
Here, too, sir, is a petition asking non-action, that 
slavery shall not be extended. It is a petition 
against action by this Government, and the ex- 
it asks 
I now 


tending of slavery to the Territories. 


the Senate, to receive this petition, because the 
Senate, by a unanimous vote, with the exception 


I 
comes from the North or ftom the South, and that | 
gentlemen will vote alike on the question, no mat- || taken. 
ter from what latitude the petition comes. | Mr. DOUGLAS. It may be that I am entirely 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope we shall } mistaken, but I think the gentleman from Ala- 
have the rule of the Senate on this subject read. 


| bama will find it difficult to prove it, as I am pre- 
The Secrerary read from the 25th rule, as fol- || pared to show that slavery os abolished by the 
lows: || constitutional and legal authorities of Mexico be- 

‘« Before any petition or memorial addressed to the Senate | fore New Mexico was acquired by us. 1] am also 
shall be received and read at the table, whether the same || eres to show that the reaboetet Ph Senator from 


shall be introduced by the President or a member, a brief |, ; 


ississippi [Mr. Davis] wes mistaken when he 
, waid it macadapeed simply op the military edict of 





ie, ee ee ee, i aie 
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ous Guerrero. He first issued the edict, and, 
gsurper as he was, the Congress of Mexico subse- 
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we never expressed such a wish. All we ask is 


yently confirmed the act, and not only abolished |; that you will ** keep your hands off.” We want 


slavery, but took that other step to which the hon- || no extension. 


orable Senator from Mississippi alluded, and pro- 
yided for compensation to the owners. But, sir, 
they went further and prohibited slavery in the 
future. 

Mr. 

en? 
War. DOUGLAS. 
1834. 
Mr. SHIELDS. In 1835. 

Mr. WALKER. In 1837. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. If the question is contro- 
verted here, Lam ready toenter into the discus- 
sion of that question at any time, upon a reason- | 
able notice, and to show that by the constituted | 
authority and constitutional authority of Mexico | 
slavery was prohibited in Mexico at the time of | 
the acquisition, and that prohibition was acquired 
by us with the soil and that when we acquired 
the territory; we acquired it with that attached to 
it—that covenant running with the soil—and that | 
must continue, unless removed by competent au- | 
thority. And because there was a prohibition 
thusattached to the soil, { have always thought it 
was an unwise, unnecessary, and unjustifiable 
course on the part of the people of- the free States 
to require Congress to put another prohibition on 
the top of that one. It has been the strongest ar- 
gument that I have ever urged against the prohi- | 





bition of slavery in the territories, that it was not 
necessary for the accomplishment of their object. 
It was unwise, it was-unnecessary, it was irritating 
one section of the Union against another, without 
doing any good, or even accomplishing the object | 
in view by the other section. /I have always held 

that doctrine. I have opposed the Wilmot pro- | 
viso on other grounds; that it was in violation of 
the great fundamental principle of self-government; 
that it was a question which the people should be | 
left to decide for themselves. 
and hold now, that if the people of California | 





| 
} 
| 


want slavery they havea right to it, and if they | 


do not, it should not be forced upon them. They | 
have as much rightas the people of Illinois or any | 
other State to settle the question for themselves. 
I go further, and I hold that to prohibit slavery in | 
the territories, whilst it is a violation of the great | 
fundamental principles of self-government, is no | 
violation of the rights of the southern States. 

I go further, that to recognize the institution 
of slavery in the Territories is no violation of 


the rights of the northern States. In that sense, 





neither have a right there, in my opinion, to do || 


either. Either to prohibit or establish slavery, | 


by an act of Congress, over a people not rep- | 


resented here, is a violation of the rights of 
the people of California. Their rights are to 
be affected, their rights are to be violated by an ac 

of Congress, when they are not represented heead 
Talk to me about the rights of the North, or the 
rights of the South! Neither has any rights there, 
so far as the institution of slavery is concerned. 
Why, sir, the principle of self government is, that 


each community shall settle this question for it- | 


self; and I hold that the people of California have 


the right either to prohibit or establish slavery, || cial order, | would suggest the propriety of passing | 


and we have no right to complain, either in the 
North or the South, whichever they do. I hold 
that, till they do establish it, the prohibition of 
slavery in the territories which we acquired by 
treaty attached to the soil and remains in force. 
hold it as a legal proposition. I am ready to 
maintain it, either on the fundamental principl 


of law or the authority of the Supreme Court of | 


the United.States; as a principle of law and a prin- 
ciple, sir, that while it may be controverted, can 
never be overturned. Hence I say that whilst 
this petition only asks Congress that slavery shall 
not be extended to New Mexico and California, 
the fair interpretation of the petition is that Con- 
gress shall pass no law to extend it there, or recog- 
hize its existence there. This is a petition for non- 
action as much as the petition which came from 
North Carolina the other day, which prayed that 
the Wilmot proviso should not be extended there. 
If one is received the other should be. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the Senator from Illinois 
allow me to ask one question? I ask the Senate 
and him, whether the South, or any southern 
member, or any body else, in this chamber, or 
anywhere else, has introduced any proposition to 





| 
I think it was by an act in || 


|| sincerity, that they utterly misun 
|| quests and demands of our southern brethren | 
| when they supposed that they called upon us to | 
It has given | 
|} me more trouble to explain that point than any | 


I havealways held, || 


|| by southern gentlemen. 


Let us alone. ‘That is all we ask. 
And yet here it is asserted and argued as though a 
proposition had been or would be made to extend 


slavery. The truth is, there are too many memo- 
} 


rials to prohibit slavery, as the gentleman very 


DAVIS, of Mississippi, (in his seat.) properly says, but there have been none to extend | 
it. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. lam glad the Senator from 
South Carolina has asked this question, for this 
| reason: | have had many explanations to give to 
| my own constituents, and I have — them in all 

erstood the re- 


| extend slavery in the Territories. 


} other. 


The impression has unfortunately gone abroad | 
that southern men ask men from the North to | 


come to their aid and help them to extend slavery 
into Territories now free. I have uniformly main- 


tained that the South asked no such thing; that it | 


| 

| 

: : ; 

| was imputing to them that which they utterly 

| denied; and, furthermore, it was imputing to them 
a desire to do that which they denied their or our 

power under the Constitution to do; that the posi- 


tion of southern gentlemen was that Congress had | 
no power to legislate oo this subject, either for | 


or against; that whilst | would not raise the ques- 


tion of power, inasmuch as it had been exercised, | 
and I had affirmed and voted for it as a compro- | 


mise, I predicated my objection to the exercise of 
the power upon the ground that to do it was a vio- 
lation of the great and fundamental principle of | 
free government, which asserts that each commu- | 
nity shall settle this and all other questions affect- 
ing their domestic institutions by themselves, and | 
in their own way; and for the Congress of the | 
United States to interfere and do it for them when 
they were unrepresented here, was a violation of 
| their rights, of which they would have reason to 
complain. ‘That, sir, has been my position upon 
this question. 


extend slavery into the new Territories? Never; | 
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postpone the remainder of his remarks in order 
that the Senator from Georgia may proceed? 

Mr. DAVIS. I do not intend to detain the Sen- 
ate long, and certainly 1 will not trespass upon the 
honorable Senator from Georgia more than a min- 
1 ute. I was going to say that the Senator from Il- 
|| linois declares that the statement which I made 
\| the other day in the Sénate, was a proposition to 

extend slavery by the actien of Congress into the 
Territories. It was no such thing. It bears no 
sugh construction; and | was surprised that a Sen- 
ator on the other side should have endeavored to 
put that coffstruction upon it to sustain his argu- 
ment. Our position was from the beginning that 
the South had a right to go into any Territories be- 
longing to the United States with their slave prop- 
erty. This isa right dependant on their joint 
ownership; and | then stated, in the spirit of com- 
promise, a desire not to present any extreme 
claim, that that pretension would be continued, 
but not insisted on beyond the line of 36° 30’, 
thas narrowing down the claim which the South 
had made. 

Nor, sir, was my language susceptible of any 
such misconstruction” as an assertion that it was 
an irreversible perpetuation of slavery anywhere; 
for every sane man knows that in whatever 
longitude or latitude in these United States a State 
may be situated, such sovereign State can decide 
the matter for itself. A community dependent 
upon the United States—and of these many such 
have existed in our history—may not have power 
to legislate for itself. It is a sovereign State to 
which I concede that power The very fact of 






























' 
} 
| 







I have never seen but one intima- | 
tion that | thought was repugnant to that principle | 





1 think I did understand 
—but I hope I misconceived his meaning—the 
honorable Senator from Mississippi [Mr. Davis] 
to say the other day that the people of the South 

would be content with nothing short of the exten- 
sion of the Missouri compromise to the Pacific, 

| with an express recognition of the right to hold 
slaves in the Territories south of that lire. 

was his doctrine it was an assertion in my opinion 

of the duty of Congress to pass an act to extend 

slavery there, and for that reason | was—— 
Mr. FOOTE. Will my friend allow me to in- 
terrupt him for a moment? 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I shall only detain the Senate 

a minute longer. 

| statement by the Senator from Mississippi, but it 

was immediately disavowed by others, and I pre- 
sumed [ had misunderstood him. 

| Mr. FOOTE. Iam sorry to trespass upon the 
attention of the honorable Senator from Lilinois; 

|| but as the hour has arrived for taking up the spe- 








'| by this matter informally. 

|| Mr. DOUGLAS. | will state to the Senate that 

\| | have done. 

|| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I will not de- 

| tain the Senate long. ‘The Senator from Illinois 
has announced that he will prove that there was a 

‘| law in Mexico which prohibited slavery in Mexico, 

|| and which is now in force, if that position be con- 

| troverted. I wish to give him notice that it is con- 
troverted; and I tell him also that | wish to hear. 
him prove it. I tell the Senator further, that 1 
spoke advisedly when I said that the abolition of 
slavery, not its prohibition, rested on the decree of 
General Guerrero; and | will also correct him in 
his date. It was not in the year 1834 or 1835, but 
in the year 1837, that Congress legislated, and then 
they legislated by the first declaration that slavery 
was, or literally remained abolished. The legis- 
lation was an admission of the force of the decree— 
not original legislation bearing upon the subject. 
Nor was the legislation in this instance a prohibi- 
tion; and I give the Senator from Illinois notice of 
the point upon which his position will be contre- 
verted, and I ex to hear him prove it. 

Mr. MANGUM. Will the honorable Senator 


| 
If that | 


I was astonished to hear that 





dependence is against the supposition of such 
power as is claimed by the Senator from Illinois 
for territorial communities ; while no sane man can 
deny that it exists in Massachusetts, in Maine, and 
in hyperborean regions if we had States there. 

Mr. BUTLER. I have some petitions to offer 
which require immediate action; for, if they are 
not acted upon now, or at a very early period, 
that action will answer no purpose. And yet 
every morning the gentleman representing a minor- 
ity monopolizes the whole time of this Senate by 
resolutions such as this, producing nothing but 
mischief, without rebuke, and it would almost 
seem with the countenance of those who vote for 
his resolutions. Can this be tolerated ? that the 
time of the Senate, the Legislature of the United 
States, should be appropriated by mischievous 
incendiaries, who claim the right of introducing 
petitions, resolutions, memorfals, and propositions 
of this kind to the Senate? Sir, I have business 
which requires legislation, and yet every morning 
that gentleman takes up the whole time of the 
Senate by propositions of this kind. He has the 
whole time of the Senate to himself. A mere 
minority comes here and produces all this mis- 
chief, and stands unrebuked, as far as I can see, 
by the Senate. I know, sir, it is a part of his 
existence; | am but giving him feod upon which 
he can feed. He lives, sir, upon mischief; it is 
the very food that sustains him, and I know that 
Lam not rebuking him. Sir, it is intolerable that 
a miserable minority, a dangerous incendiary, a 
madman, if you choose, should come here and 
interfere with the rights of others. (Loud cries 
of “Order,”’ *‘order.”} 

Mr. HALE. I have buta word to say, sir. 
The Senator from South Carolina says that | live 
upon mischief, and that he furnishes me the food 
upon which I live. If that be the case, it is clear 
that not I, but he, isto blame. He has denounced 
me as a miserable minority, and charges me with 
trespassing upon the privileges of the Senate. [leave 
the question to be decided by others who it is that 
trespasses upon the privileges of the Senate. But, 
sir, he will have to talk louder, and threaten more, 
and denounce more before he can shut my mouth 
here. I have taken up the whole time of the Sen- 
ate, have 1? I have taken two mornings only in 
presenting petitions since 1850 commenced—the 
other day and this morning; and so far from occu- 
pying the time of the Senate, as | have just been 
charged with doing, | have confined myself simply 
to stating what the nature of the petition was. The 
talk does not come from thia *‘ miserable minori- 
ty;’’ it comes from the majority, to whom I will 
not apply adjectives, though I have enough of them 
here which | could apply if chose. ‘The mischief, 
sir, comes from the majority, that wants to tread 
down this minority, and wazits to make them more 
miserable than they really are. Miserable as they 
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are, I think the Senator from South Carolina will | been expressed by the Senator from Louisiana. 


find out that our powers of speech are notexhausted; | For one | am unwilling to postpone the discussion 


and, whilst we can exercise it within the provisions | 
of the Constitution, it will be exercised atany and | 
We are not to be frightened, sir, out | 


all hazards. 
of our rights; we are not to be frightened by denun- 
ciation; we are not to be frightened even by threata 
of dangers personally toourselves Small and few 


as we are, we are not the miserable cowards that | 


can be driven from the assertion and the mainte- 
nance of our rights. Sir, New Hampshire blood 
does not course through coward veins. She ‘has 
tested, from the first moment of her existence, 


atives, and on the field of battle, her rights; and, 
sir, she has sons that will vindicate those rights 
against foes, let them come when they will, and 


where they will, and how they will. She will not || 


be intimidated by any language of this sort. 

Mr. MANGUM. I move that the further con- 
sideration of this matter be postponed until to- 
morrow, and that the Senate now proceed to the 
consideration of the special order of the day. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF LADIES. 


On the motion of Mr. FOOTE, the forty-seventh 
rule of the Senate was suspended, so far as to ad- 
mit ladies to the floor to listen to the speech of the 
Senator from Georgia, (Mr. Berrien. | 


THE COMPROMISE. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the special order, being the series of resolutions 
introduced by Mr. Cray. 

Mr. BERRIEN resumed and concluded the 
speech which he commenced yesterday. His 
speech will be found in the Appendix. 

Mr. PHELPS. I do not rise to enter into this 
debate, but simply to move that the further con- 
sideration of the subject be postponed for the pres- 
ent. My object in making this motion is to afford 
an opportunity for the consideration of the resolu- 
tion in relation to the collection of the revenue, 
which was returned to us from the House of Rep- 
resentatives this morning. It is, perhaps, not 
necessary for me to remark that, in consequence of 
the delay Which has taken place in the action of 
Congress upon that subject, the Treasury Depart- 
ment has been subjected to much embarrassment. 
For the purpose of affording an opportunity to take 
up that sulject, I move that the further considera- 
tion of the question now under consideration be 
postponed. 

Mr. DOWNS. Iam sorry that the honorable 
Senator from Vermont has thought it necessary to 
move the postponement of the consideration of 
these resolutions. ‘The question which is chiefly 
referred to, sir, in them, is the great and absorbing 
question which is occupying the attention of the 
public mind at the present moment. And it is a 
matter of vastimportance that some decision should 
be had upon this all engrossing and absorbing 
question; it has been already too long delayed, and 
it is quite evident that very little of the business of 
legislation can be done until some decision is had 
upon the subject. I, therefore, hope the debate 
will be permitted to go on, from day to day, until 
it is concluded, and that a decision will be arrived 
at, in order that the excitement now existing in 
the public mind may be set atrest. I am perfectly 
willing that the resolution referred to by the Sen- 
ator from Vermont shall be acted upon, provided 
it does not interfere with the progress of the dis- 
cussion upon the resolutions of the honorable Sen- 
ator from Kentucky. There is no reason why the 
resolution of the Senator from Vermont may not 
be taken up during the morning hour, but I think 
it is due to every section of the country that the 
»rogress of this discussion shall not be interrupted ; 
t think it is-but just and right that every section, 
that all parties, al interests, shall be heard in ref- 
erence to the propositions contaized in those reso- 
lutions. To some of those propositions there are 
many and serious objections; and it is due to Sen- 
ators on all sides that they should be heard in re- 
gard to them. 

Iam perfectly willing that the resolution referred 
to by the Senator from Vermont shall be acted 
upon; but | am not willing to disturb or postpone 
the business that is before us for a whole day, in 
order to consider that or any other subject. 1 hope 
that the discussion will be permitted to proceed 
without interruption. 

Mr. FOOTE. I perfectly concur in all that has 


| 


{ 


|| submitted for our consideration. 


|| postponed. 


of this question for the purpose of calling up res- 
olutions upon any subject whatever. The ques- 
tions involved in the resolutions now under consid- 
| eration are, in magnitude, importance, and vital- 
| ity, béyond all comparison, above any that can be 
I will state an 

additional reason to those assigned by the Senator 
| from Louisiana why this subject should not be 
I desire that some of the views that 


|| were expressed by the honorable Senator from 





both in the Senate and in the House of Represent- || 


_ Kentucky shall be replied to. There is a portion 
of his argument that | am arxious should be an- 
swered—I mean that portio.: which relates to the 
boundary of Texas—at as early a period as pos- 
sible; because I conceive, and I say it with all def- 
erence to the Senator from Kentucky, that the 


| 
| 
| 


views so cogently urged by him in reference to the 


Texan boundary need an immediate response. 
| Some of the views advanced by the honorable 
| Senator from Kentucky have received a response 
in part from the gentleman from Georgia, in the 
| remarks which he addressed to the Senate this 
| morning; but the honorable Senator from Georgia 
| has pretermitted a reply to that portion of the ar- 
gument of the honorable Senator from Kentucky 
which relates to the Texan boundary. | state 
| these reasons, in addition to those suggested by 

the Senator from Louisiana, why this subject 
| should not be postponed; and before I conclude [ 
will say that 1, for one, am for taking up the reso- 
lution referred to by the Senator from Vermont, 
with a view to disposing of it at once, so that 
there may be no necessity for any longer post- 
ponement of the subject which is now under dis- 
cussion; and I am willing, if it be necessary, to 
sit here until midnight for the purpose of dispo- 
sing of it. 

Mr. WEBSTER. Ido not desire to interfere 
in regard to the order of business; but | will 








merely suggest that the resolution, inasmuch as 
it has been amended in the other House, ought 
to be referred to the Committee on Finance. The 
committee can consider it to-night; and, if they 
agree to the amendment, they may report it to 
the Senate, and we shall be able to pass it to- 
morrow morning during the morning hour, and 
the discussion of these resolutions will not be in- 
terrupted. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I was about to suggest 
the very thing which has been contenamentel by 
the Senator from Massachusetts. It is necessary 
that the resolution be considered by the Com- 
mittee on Finance, in order that there may be no 
unnecessary delay. I shall be glad if the mem- 
bers of the committee will assemble to-morrow 
morning, as early as ten o’clock. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I hope the resolution will 
be taken up and referred. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, the 
further consideration of the resolutions then under 
consideration was postponed until to-morrow at 
one o’clock. 

And, on motion by Mr. WEBSTER, the reso- 
lution relating to the collection of the revenue 
was taken up, together with the amendment made 
by the House of Representatives to that resolu- 
tion, and were referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 


ADDITIONAL CLERK OF SUPREME COURT. 


The joint resolution, offered yesterday by Mr. 
Butcer, authorizing the appointment of a special 
clerk of the Supreme Court, was taken up and 
considered as in Committee of the Whole. No 
amendment being offered, it was reported to the 
Senate, ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
time, and, by unanimous consent, was read a third 
time and passed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 

Ordered, That the petition of Samuel D. Davis, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Revolutiona- 
ry Claims. 

On motion by Mr. TURNEY, 

Ordered, ‘That the petition of Robert Armstrong, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred,to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, 


Ordered, That the petition of Bancroft Woodcock, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

On motion by Mr. BALDWIN, 

Ordered, That the petition of Peter A. Morgan, 
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a 
trator of John Arnold and George G. Bish — 
the Senate, be referred to the Deeinines Ay Pate 
Patent Office. 

On motion by Mr. BRIGHT, 

Ordered, That the memorial of Robert Prat 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 
ary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. DOUGLAS, 

Ordered, That L. P. Sanger and Frink Had 
have leave to withdraw their petitions ieee ey 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Publi 
Lands, to which was referred the bill granting the 
right of way and making a donation of land to . 
Siate of Ilinois, in aid of the construction of “a 
Central Railroad, reported back the same with 
amendments; which were ordered to be printed 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill making a donation of land to the State of 
Illinois, in aid of the construction of the Moun, 
Carmel and Alton Railroad; which was read an 
ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. S. further, from the same committee, to 
which was referred the bill for the benefit of the 
Territory of Minnesota, reported the same wit) 
amendments; which were ordered to be printed, 


PRIZE MONEY. 


Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following reso. 
lution, which was considered by unanimous cop. 
sentand agreed to: 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re. 
quested toinform the Senate of the amount of prize money 
paid into the Treasury in conformity with the 8th section of 
the act of March 3, 1849, specifying the amount received for 
captures made prior to the war with Great Britain of 18}9, 
the amount received for captures made during that war, tie 
amount received for captures made since that war and prior 
to the late war with Mexico. Also, the several amounts re- 
ceived for captures made during the late war with Mexico, 
and from whom received. Also, if any yet remains due 
and unpaid; if so, the amount and by whom owing, and 
what steps have been taken to ascertain said amount and 
recover the same, Also, the amount paid out of the Treas 
ury, and to whom, and also the regulations adopted for 
carrying into effect the provisions of the said law. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, by unanimous con- 
sent, obtained leave to bring in a joint resolution 
for restoring the settlement of the “* three months’ 
extra pay”’ to the accounting officers of the Treas- 
sury; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. JONES moved that the vacancy in the Com- 
mittee on Pensions be filled by appointment by the 
Chair; which was agreed to. 

The Chair appointed Mr. Bortanp. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


the file: 
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on Revolutie® 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, February 13, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. RICHARDSON asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to introduce a bill, of which 
previous notice had been given. 


EXPENSES OF COLLECTING THE REVENUE. 


Mr. DISNEY rose, he said, to a_ privileged 
question. He desired permission of the House to 
change the vote which he had yesterday given on 
the joint resolution from the Senate, ‘ limiting the 
expenses of collecting the revenue from customs 
for the present fiscal year.”? The object he desired 
to attain in submitting this request was a recommit- 
ment of the resolution. On an examination int 
the facts connected with the subject, it would be 
found that in consequence of the pressure which 
had been brought to bear on the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, (Mr. Bayty,] and 
of the extreme courtesy which always distinguished 
that gentleman, and in consequence also of his 
anxiety to oblige the friends of the Administration, 
by the earliest practicable passage of the resolu- 
tion, it had been hurried along through the va- 
rious stages up to the final passage, without 
having received that careful consideration to which 
it was entitled. It would be seen, on examination 
of the papers submitted by Mr. Secretary Mere- 
dith, that in the statement of expenditures incurred 
in the collection of the revenue of the Govern- 
ment—— 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, interposed to @ 
point of order. He submitted that it was not in 
order to occupy the time of the House in these re- 
marks. 

Mr. DISNEY said he would not occupy two 


adminis- |' minutes by the clock. 
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= SPEAKER. The gentleman can onl case of the British sloop Vulture, which was libelled and | 
eles his remarks by unanimous consent. y condemned in the district court of the United States for the | 


te DISNEY said his remarks were merely ex district of Maine, during the last war with Great Britain. = 


i 


sanaior on Byenar’, — ~ man of | 
, ; : aims, re the following bills; which were 
Mr. STEPHENS, pe Anes. tae ae Dee severally ed twice by their titles and committed | 
were two hundred gentlemen here who would be ; f the Whole H ro 
to have five minutes to make explanations. to a Committee of the Whole House, viz: } 
gia i ; A bill for the relief of Winthrop S. Harding; and | 

The SPEAKER said the question of order was ‘A bill for the relief of Daniel — | 
insisted upon. The gent.eman from Ohio (Mr. oe See. See Sees Ok Ee CeeeTee. | 
DisNEY eanngt proceed with his remarks. Mr. PHCENIX, from the Committee on Com- 

. DISNE — : : : 
wae failed to obtain the floor, he had finally || Staples & Williams; which was read twice by its | 
voted in favor of the passage of the resolution, in title and referred to a Committee of the Whole 
the hope that he might perhaps have a chance to House. 
move a reconsideration of the vote. He was en- Mr. STETSON, from the Committee on Com- 
tirely opposed to its passage, as allowing alto- || merce, reported a bill for the relief of Smith & 
gether too large a sum. — ' Hersey; which was read twice by its title and re- | 

Mr. STEPHENS insisted on the point of order. || ferred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. DISNEY then asked the unanimous con- Mr. GRINNELL, from the Committee on | 
sent of the Eee ees wee Commerce, reported a bill to provide for the regis- 
Mr. STEP rer tering of conveyances of vessels and for other pur- 

And so the conversation ended. poses; which was read twice by its title, with | 

TITLES OF LANDS. the view to commitment. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. Mr. G. asked that the bill be put upon its pas- 
RicuaRDsoN, for leave to bring in a bill, of which |! sage now It passed the House last year, but at a | 
revious notice had been given. | period too late to be reached in the Senate. [t was 

The bill was read by its title (for information) |! a bill, thought by commercial men to be of great | 
asa bill to confirm the titles of lands to heirs || advantage to this species of property. 
and devisees in certain cases.’ The bill was then read through, and ordered to | 

No objection having been made, the bill was || be engrossed for a third reading; and, being en- 
introduced, and was read twice by its title. grossed, was read a third time and passed. 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the bill be re- Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, from the Com- | 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and that || mittee on Commerce, reported back, without 
it be printed. . amendment, the Senate bill entitled “An act to 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana, moved that it be re- || provide for the repair and improvement of the dam 
ferred to the Committce on the Judiciary, (being, || at the head of Casilbenties island, in the Ohjo 
he suggested, the more appropriate reference. ) river;”’ and it was referred to the Committee of 

Mr. RICHARDSON acquiesced in the proposed the Whole on the state of the Union. 
change. . Mr. McLANE, from the same committee, re- 

And the bill was referred to the Committee on ported back, with ‘several amendments, the bill to 
the Judiciary and ordered to be printed. ‘| regulate the value of certain foreign coins; which, 

Mr. THOMAS moved that the committees be |! with the amendments, were ordered to be printed, | 
called for reports. } _. |) Mr. McLANE, from the same committee, re- 

The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid | ported a bill to continue in force an act therein | 
before the House a communication from the Clerk mentioned; which was read twice and referred to | 

| 





| 
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| 








of the House, furnishing information in relation to |} the Committee. of the Whole on the state of the 





said he would simply say that, || merce, reported a bill for the relief of Williams, || V 


* dated 29th November, 1849, about 180,000 acres 
‘of land remain in said district subject to entry, 
‘and that the amount of continental land warrants 
‘on file in this office, is 106,000 acres, or about 
* that amount.” 

These lands are of comparatively little value. 
Some are worth 10 cents, some 20 cents, some 50 
cents, and some small portions, in detached lots, 
may be said to be worth one dollar per acre. And 
they are ee to entry only by those holdin 

irginia military land warrants, for continenta 
services during the revolutionary war. The 
106,000 acres referred to by the Commissioner 
of the Land Office, now on file at the General 
Land Office, and any others of a similar kind, held 
by persons in any part of the country,—whether 
they are such as are referred to by the gentleman 
from Virginia, [Mr. Meape,] and are owned by 

rsons in that State, in Ohio, or in any other 
tate, can only be entered in that district. 
lt is, therefore, of great importance to the own- 
ers of these military land warrants, wherever they 


|| may reside, as well as to the citizens of Ohio, in 


that part of the Virginia military district in Ohio, 
which I represent, that this bill should pass, with- 
out delay, that the surveys may progress. The 
180,000 acres of land in ‘hee district are the only 
lands in Ohio which have not yet been surveyed. 
As the surrounding country is settled, cultivated, 
and improved, the price of real estate advances, and 
many of the old inhabitants of that part of the 
country desire to enter small parts of those unoc- 
cupied lands for timber and pasture lands, where 
the quality renders it unfit for cultivation. 

I will not detain the House, Mr. Speaker, unne- 
cessarily. The bill now before the House is an 
exact copy of the law passed during the first ses- 
sion of the last Congress. k was introduced by 


|| myself some weeks since, referred to the Commit- 


tee on Public Lands, and is now reported back 
by that committee, with a recommendation that it 
now be put upon its passage. The public interest 
requires that it should be acted on at once, and | 
trust the House will pass the bill without any 
delay. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading at 


certain maps. Referred to the Committee on | Union. a Se eee ree 
Public Lands. Mr. McLANE moved that the bill be made the | y 
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House bill further to extend the time for locating 
Virginia military land warrants, and for the re- | 
turn of the surveys thereon to the General Land | 
Office. 

The bill was then read the third time. 

Mr. MEADE inquired whether the bill em- | 
braced the cases under the law of 1841? 

Mr. TAYLOR rose and said: Mr. Speaker, 
the bill now before the House is one of very eon- 
siderable importance to the district | represent, and 
I am very anxious that it should be passed with- 
out delay. It will be recolleeged by the members 
of the last Congress, that during its first session 
the time for locating Virginia military land war- 
rants, issued for services of the officers and sol- 
diers of the State of Virginia upon Continental 


*-Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports in the follewing cases; which were 
ordered to lie on the table and be printed, viz: 

The memorial of John G. Gamble, asking com- 
pensation for a pair of mules employed in the 
military service of the United States; and 

The memurial of Henry D. Johnson, for com- 
pensation for services as judge advocate on sun- 
“ee naval courts-martial. 

r. THOMAS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of John Plunkett; which 
was read twice and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. NELSON, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported the following bills; which were read 
twice and committed to a Committee of the Whole 


the Committee on Accounts. 





Mr. McL. explained that the bill proposed to | 
continue in force the act of 1800, authorizing the | 


establishment, was extended to the first day of 


House, viz : January, 1850. 
A bill for the relief of A. Baudouin and A. D. That time having now elapsed, the office of the 
berts; and Surveyor of the Virginia Military District in Ohio 
A bill for the relief of S. J. Bowen. is now, in effect, closed i the entering and 
Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, || locating of the residue of the lands in that district. 
reported the following resolution, which was read || _ I have now before me a letter from the Commis- 
and agreed to, viz: eee of a ‘oun Land pny — pete 
Resolved, House obtain for the use » in which he states,— rom the repo 
of the Conaniiee of Ctaime, mgt of the records in the |! ‘ of the Surveyor of the Virginia Military District, 


vania, the Committee on the Judiciary was dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the me- 
mortal of Rogersand wife, on the subject of French 
spoliations; and it was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

Also, on motion by Mr. T., the same committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the memorial of the citizens of Armstrong county, 
Pennsylvania, praying a change in the tariff law; 
and it was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, reported the follow- 
ing bill, which was read twice by its ttle and re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Christopher H. Dix. 

Mr. S. also, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petition of the heirs of Wil- 
liam Sterrett, asking for the establishing of a tri- 
bunal for the adjustment of a claim under the 
treaty with Spain; which was ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. 

Mr. MOREHEAD, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, a bill to change the time of 


hoiding the district court of the United States for 
the western district of Virginia and for other pur- 


Pa 












s; which was read twice b 
red to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. MORSE, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported the following resolution, 
which was read and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be directed to have a copy of all the land laws of the United 
States placed in the committee room of the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ANDERSON, from the Committee on 
Private Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief 
of Joseph Richards, devisee, &c., which was read 
twice by its title and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. RUMSEY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief Robert 
Davidson; which was read twice by its title and 
referred to a Committee of the Whole House. 


. Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs, made adverse reports on 
the follawing cases; which were ordered to lie on 
the table and be printed, viz: 

On the petition of Israel Johnson, praying for 
compensation for services rendered as an Indian 
Agent; and 

On the memorials of E. D. McKinne 
others; and of R. J. McElhany and N. R. 
securities for Samuel H. Burch. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, 
the Committee on Indian Affairs was discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of 
the Legislature of Minnesota, asking for the re- 
moval of the Chippewa Indians. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he learned from the De- 
partment that all the necessary steps had been 
taken. He moved, therefore, that the committee 
be discharged from -the further consideration of 
the bill, and that it be laid on the table. 

It was ordered accordingly. 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, from the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, reported a bill 
for the relief of James Dixon; which was read 
twice by its title and referred to a Committee of 
the Whole House. 

Mr. BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, Sen- 
ate bill entitled ‘*An act to provide for the adjust- 
ment and payment of expenses incurred, and 
obligations contracted, by the State of Florida in 
providing for the safety of the people of that 
State during the recent insurrection of the Semi- 
nole Indians ;’’ which bill was referred to the 
enenen of the Whole on the state of the 

nion, 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida, moved that the bill 
be made the special order of the day for the last 
Tuesday of this month. 

Mr. CARTER objected. 

Mr BURT, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it do not pass, the 
Senate bill to refund to the State of North Caro- 
lina the amount of money advanced and transport- 
ation furnished to volunteers from thatState during 
the late war with Mexico; which bill was commit- 
ted to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


and 
mith, 
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On motion by Mr. BURT, the Committee on | 


Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the officers and 
soldicrs of the war of 1812, praying a grant of 
bounty land; also, from the memorial of the 2d 
regiment of Kentucky foot, at Danville; and they 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion by Mr. BURT, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the following memorials, and they 
were ordered to lie on the table, viz: 

The memorial of Aaron Hinchman and others, 
- citizens of Salem, Ohio, asking Congress to abol- 
ish the army and navy, to abandon the fortifica- 
tions of the United States, and all means of resist- 
ance to an enemy; 

The memorial of the citizens of Fort Gatlin, 
Florida, asking relief in consequence of having 
been driven from their homes by the Indians; 

The memorial of J. A. D. Lawrence’s adminis- 
trator, asking payment for supplies furnished the 
United States army; 

‘The memorial of George Lendram, praying com- 
pensation for beef furnished the United States army 
at Fort Jesup; and 

The memorial of Captain William Black’s com- 





THE CONGRESSIONAL, GLOBE. 


its title and re- | pany of mounted volunteers, for.compensation for || their titles and referred to a 


military services. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Manuel X. Harmony; which was read twice b 
its title and referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

On motion by Mr. RICHARDSON, the said 
committee was discharged from. the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of Benjamin S. Ely, 
on the subject of maintaining military officers in 
California; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. EWING, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Elizabeth M. 
Churchill; and it was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. CARTER, the Committee 
on Military Affairs was discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of John B. 
Klein, for the purchase’of his improved gun; and 
it was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Edward Everett, which was read twice by its title 
and referréd to a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Thomas O. 
Selfridge, a commander in the United States navy; 
which was read twice by its title and referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. SCHENCK, fromthe Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Samuel 
Graves, which was read twice by its title and re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

On motion by Mr. SCHENCK, the Committee 
on Naval Affairs was discharged from the further 
consideration of the petition of Marinus M. Piercy, 
for a pension in consequence of wounds received 
in the service on board the United States ship John 
Adams, and it was referred to the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions. 

On motion by Mr. BOYD, the Committee on 
Territories was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Oregon Ter- 
ritory; and it was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

Mr. B. also, from the same committee, reported 
a joint resolution to supply the Territories of Ore- 
gon and Minnesota with copies of the Narrative of 
the Exploring Expedition; which was read twice 
by its title and ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading; and, being engrossed, was read the third 
time and passed. 

NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. BAKER rose, he said, to what he sup- 
posed to be a privileged question. He had, some 
time since, presented the credentials of Hugh N. 
Smith, delegate elect from the Territory of New 
Mexico, which were referred to the Committee on 
Elections. A motion had been made to reconsider 
the vote, and that motion was now pending. He 
desired to have the question disposed of, that the 
petition might go to the Committee on Elections 
to be decided, as he understood that the commit- 
tee was anxious to decide it upon the same ground 
as that upon which it was understood the case of 
the delegate from Deseret had been decided. 

Objection was made, 7 

The SPEAKER said that, in the opinion of the 
Chair, this was not a question of privilege which 
could be called up at this time. The motion to 
reconsider was a privileged question to be called 
up when that class of business was in order. It 
would be in order when the call of the States for 
petitions was in order. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 

The motion was rejected. 


Mr. WALDO, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Pensions, made an adverse report on 
the claim of Zachariah Barber, for a pension; and 
it was ordered to lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. WALDO, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution; wbich was read 
and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the petition and papers in the case of 
Lieut. E. Starr, be withdrawn from the files of the House and 
referred to the Comunitiece on Revolutionary Pensions. _ 

Mr. FREEDLEY, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Jacob Drinkhouse, and a bill for the relief of 
Anna Griffin; which were severally read twice by 
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Mr. JOHNSON, of Kentucky, from the Co 
mittee on Invalid Pensions, reported the following 
bills, which were severally read twice by then 
tles and referred to a Committee of the Wh ‘ 
House, viz: P 

A bill for the relief of Jesse Done; and 

A bill for the-benefit of Hubert Booby. 

« Mr. MATTESON, from the Committee on In 
valid Pensions, made an adverse report on the ne. 
tition of Elizabeth Armstrong, for back pension, 
wae was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Mr. HAMILTON, from the Committee on In 
valid Pensions, made adverse reports on the me. 
morials of Margaret Hill and Mr. Gallagher; an4 
leave was granted to the petitioners to Withdraw 
their papers. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, mad. 
an adverse report on the petition of Amaziah For 
for back pay of pension; and it was ordered to ie 
on the table. 

Mr. LEFFLER, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported the following bills; which were 
severally read twice by their titles and referred to 
a Committee of the Whole House, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Zimmerman, and 

A bill for the relief of William Wicher. 

Mr. OWEN, on leave being grantéd, reported q 
bill for the relief of the Monroe Railroad and 
Banking Company, of the State of Georgia; which 
was read twice by its title and referred to the Com. 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


On motion by Mr. SIBLEY, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be, and he is here. 
by, requested to communicate to this House the report of 
the officer of the army who was dispatched to Pembia 
Settlement, or to the Red River of the north, under orders 
of the Department of War, in the summer of 1849, with 
such other documents relating to the said expedition as 
may be in the possession of the Department, tending to 
show the condition of affairs on the northwestern frontier 
of the Territory of Minnesota. 

On motion by Mr. WALDEN, the Committee 
on Patents was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petitions of Levi C. Wadleigh 
and five others, W. B. Harsellene, Thomas Bian- 
chard, A. T. Godwin, and H. Y. Gibson, asking 
to be secured in their rights to a machine for cut- 
ting irregular forms; and it was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. » 

Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced a bill to provide for the selection 
of school lands in the State of Illinois, in certain 
cases, in Jieu of the 16th section; which was read 
twice by its title and referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. . 

Mr. THURSTON said: Mr. Speaker, I have 
some resolutions which I hope the House will do 
me the favor to allow me to present. I will send 
them to your table, sir, to be read for information. 
I hope the House will be disposed to adopt them. 

The resolutions were then read, and no objec- 
tion being made, were adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making additional appro- 
priations for the construction of light-houses at Cape Dis- 
appointment and New Dungeness, and for the construction 
and anchorage of the requisite number of buoys to indicate 
the channels at the mouth of the Columbia river, and the 
approaches to the harbor of Astoria, in the Territory of Ore 







i. 

Also, that said committee be further instructed to inquire 
what other improvements are necessary to be made to facil- 
itate navigation, and to aid our commerce at the mouth of 
said Columbia river, and at the Straits of Fuca, Admiralty 
Inlet, the channels and harbors of Puget’s Sound, and the 
approaches to, and the harbor of the port of Nesqually, and 
into the expediency of making appropriations for the same, 
or any part thereof. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, by gener! 
consent, introduced the following resolution; which 
was read and agreed to, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be it- 
structed to inquire into the expedieney of providing, by |a¥, 
for the adequate punishment of persons who, as agents, 
shall collect or receive money from the Government, and 
shall fail to pay the same promptly to the persons ent 
thereto. 

Mr. BISSELL asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which ee 
notice had been given, to grant the right of way 
the Alton and Sangamon Railroad Company; but 
it was objected to. 
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Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, reported the following resola- 


von oleed, That the Speaker of the House beauthorized to 

wvto Georok W. Jout a a member from the State of In- 
Pa, who was prevented by sickness from attendance at 
the commencement of this session, the amount to which 
ye is entitled, if he had not been so detained. 

After a few remarks, regarding the necessity for 
any resolution upon the subject, by Messrs. 
THOMPSON of Mississippi, KING of Massa- 
chusetts, and SWEETSER. ‘ 

Mr. SWEETSER moved to refer the resolution 
to the Committee on Mileage. Rejected. : 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee on Ac- 
counts, reported the following resolution, viz: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be discharged 
fom the further consideration of the petition of J. W. Nye, 

ving compensation for losses sustained under a contract | 
jo (urnish horses and carriages, and hauling for the House | 
of Representatives; and that this petition with accompany- | 
ing papers of the claims of the said Nye as assignee of 
Bargy & Stewart, be referred to a select committee of nine. 


Mr. M. made some remarks in explanation and 
defence of the claim, and in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved to | 
strike from the resolution the select committee of 


nine, and to insert the Committee of Claims; which | 


motion prevailed. : 

The question was then taken on the resolution, 
and it was agreed to. 

A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of 
Colonel Buss, his Private Secretary. 

Mr. BAYLY said that the morning hour hav- 
ing expired, he would move that the House pro- 
ceed to the consideration of business on the 
Speaker’s table. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the House passed to the consideration of 
business on the Speaker’s table. 


TIGRE ISLAND. 
The Speaker laid before the House a message | 
from the President of the United States, stating | 
that the information called for by the resolution of | 
the House of Representatives of the 24th ultimo, | 
in regard to the possession by the British Gov- 
ernment of Tigre Island, and as to whether an 
treaty had been made with Central America, will 
be cheerfully communicated as soon as it shall! 
be found compatible with the public interests to | 
do so, 
The message was ordered to lie on the table | 
and be printed. 
CALIFORNIA. 


| 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- | 
lowing message from the President of the United | 
States; which was read: | 
To the House of Representatives of the United States: | 

ltransmit herewith to.the House of Represent- 
atives for the information of that body, an authen- 
lic copy of the ** Constitution of the State of Cal- 
fornia,” received by me from General Riley. 

Z. TAYLOR. 

Wasnineron, February 13, 1850. 

The message having been read— 

Mr. BOYD moved that it be referred, with the 
accompanying documents, to the Committee on 
Territories, and be printed. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved to amend 
the motion so that the constitution of California 
should also be printed. 


Mr. BOYD said that his motion was intended | 


‘o include the message and all the accompanying 
documents. 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired of the Speaker 
whether it would be in order, if the demand for 
the previous question should not be sustained, to 
move that the m 
to the Committee on the Judiciary? 

The SPEAKER said that motion would be in 
order, if the previous question was not sustained, 
but that the question must first be taken on the 
notion of the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. 
reed to refer to the Committee on the Territo- 

Mr. BOYD demanded tellers on his motion, and 
they were ordered, (Messrs. Oaie and Harris, 
of ‘Tennessee. ) 


Mr. BOYD said it seemed to him that the House | 


Could not well discuss this subject until the rs 
had been printed. , wn 


| mittee on the Judiciary. 








and documents be referred 
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The question was then taken and decided in the | motion to refer to the Committee on the Judiciary 


| negative—ayes 60, noes 85. 
So the House refused to second the demand for 
the previous question. 

r. WENTWORTH now moved that the mes- 
sage and accompanying documents be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JONES rose to inquire what became of the 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky? (Mr. 


Boyp. 

The SPEAKER said the question would first 
be taken on the motion of the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Born] to refer the message and 
documents to the Committee on the Territories, 
and then on the motion of the gentleman from 

| Illinois (Mr. Wentworrtu] to refer to the Com- 

Mr. JONES inquired whether it was in order to 

| Submit a motion to refer to the Committee on the 

Judiciary, before the motion to refer to the Com- 
mittee on the Territories had been disposed of? 

The SPEAKER said that the gentleman from 

Illinois [Mr. Wentwortn] could submit his mo- 

tion either as a motion to refer to the Committee 

| on the Judiciary, or asa motion to amend the mo- 








| tion of the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. Boyp] 
| by striking out the “ Committee on the Territo- 
| ries,’’ and inserting the ‘* Committee on the Ju- 
diciary.”’ 

| Mr. WENTWORTH then submitted the mo- 
tion as & motion to amend by striking out the 
“Committee on the Territories,’’ and inserting the 
; * Committee on the Judiciary.” And on that mo- 
| tion (he said) he demanded the previous question. 
Mr. JONES submitted to the Chair that if the 





fail, it would then be in order to move a reference 
to another committee, but that pending the decis- 
ion on that motion, it would not be in order. 

The SPEAKER said it was merely changing 
the form of the motion. 
in order. 

| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (to the Speak- 
| er.) Is debate now in order? 

| ‘TheSPEAKER. Not 
| the previous question. 
| Mr. STANTON. 
print? 

The SPEAKER. There is such a motion; but 
the previous question applies as well to the motion 
to print as to the motion to refer. 

r. STANTON. But the previous question 
has not been sustained. 

The SPEAKER, No; nor has the question 
| been taken. 
| Mr. McLANE hoped, he said, that the gentle- 
| man from lilinois (Mr. Wentworts) would not 

insist on his demand for the previous question, 
| but would allow the debate to proceed on the mo- 
tion to refer. 


A motion to amend was 


pending the demand for 


Was there not a motion to 








| 
motion of the gentleman from Kentucky should | 


| 


| 
| 


i 
‘ 
j 
| 


| 


| 


as to substitute for it the motion suggested by the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vinton] to refer it to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. And on that motion he demanded the 
previous question, 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, objected, he said, 
to the gentleman from Ilinois (Nr. Wawrwenrn} 
thus constantly changing his motion. The gen- 
tleman had chen Yin motion three times. He 
(Mr. J.) hoped the gentleman’s course would be 
arrested. If in his (Mr. J.’s) power, he should 
object to any change in the gentieman’s motion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, (to the 
Speaker.) Can the gentleman from Illinois make 
two motions at once? He first moved to refer to the 


|, Committee on the Judiciary; he then withdrew the 


demand for the previous question, with which he 


|| accompanied that motion, and adopted in its stead 
|| a motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. I merely modified my 


| motion, as I had a right to do. 


| 
| 
i 
| 


| 
| 


| 
} 
| 
| 


Mr. THOMPSON. Then you withdrew it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I only modified it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that 
tellers were demanded’ on the motion for the pre- 
vious question. The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. 
Wentworts] then withdrew the demand, as he 
had a right to do, modified his own motion froma 
motion to amend by inserting the Committee on 
the Judiciary, to a motion to refer to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
then renewed the demand for the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi. If 1 under- 
stand the gentleman’s motion, should the demand 
for the previous question be sustained, the ques- 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and then, if that should be rejected, on the motion 
to refer to the Committee on the Territories. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
| the previous question, and was decided in the af- 


Co will be firat on the motion to refer to the 
| 


| firmative. 


So there was a second. And the main question 


was ordered to be now taken; (which main ques- 





Mr. VINTON, (to the Speaker.) Iss it in order | 
now to move that the message and accompanying | 


documents be referred toa Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union? 
* TheSPEAKER. There is a motion pending to 
refer to the Committee on the Territories, and 
there is also a motion to amend that motion by 
| striking out ** the Committee on the Territories,” 
and inserting ‘* the Committee on the Judiciary,” 
and it will not therefore now be jp order to move 
any other reference. 
r. VINTON. If the motion pending should 
not prevail | give notice that [ shall move a refer- 


the Union. 


! ence toa Commitiee of the Whole on the state of 


the previous question. 





| the demand for the previous question was not 
|| seconded. * 
‘|| Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, (to the Speak- 
|| er.) 1 presume that debate is now in order. 
|| ‘The SPEAKER. Debate is in order on the 
motion to refer, and on the motion to print. 
| Mr- WINTHROP submitted to the Speaker 


| 





Tellers were now calied for on the demand for 


The Chair took the question, and declared that | 


tion was first, on striking out the Committee on 
| the Territories and inserting the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union.) 

Mr. JONES said that, as he understood the 
rules of order, the question should be first taken 
on the motion to refer to the Committee on the 
Territories, being the motion first submitted by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Boyp. | 

A long conversation followed between Mr. 
JONES, Mr. McLANE of Maryland, and the 
SPEAKER, involving the facts as to the precise 
mode of proceeding, by which the House had 
reached the state of the question as it now stood, 
and some differences of opinion were expressed. 

Mr. McLANE also made a point of order, 
which the Speaker stated to be based on a mis- 
taken state of facts, and which the Speaker over- 
ruled. 

The question was then taken on the modified 
motion of Mr. Wenrworrn, and having been de- 
cided in the affirmative— , 

The message and accompanying documents 
were referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
print, and, having been decided in the affirmative 
without a division— 

The message and accompanying documents 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. STANTON, before the decision was an- 
nounced, rose and addressed the Speaker, but was 
not recognized by the Speaker. 

The result having been announced— 

Mr. STANTON said he had risen to a point of 
order on the question of printing. 

The SPEAKER said it was now too late to 
make it. 
| Mr. STANTON submitted that he had ad- 








that tellers had been called for on the demand for || dressed the Chair before the descision was an- 


|| the previous question before the result had been 
announced by the Chair. 
The SP 


| nounced. 


| 
i 
} 
i 
H 
| 

|| "Phe SPEAKER said the Chair had not under- 


KER. The Chair did not hear the || stood the gentleman as rising on the question of 


demand for tellers, there is so much confusion in i} printing. 

| Mr. STANTON said he had risen and had dis- 
Ik tinetly addressed the Chair—his object being to 
| submit that the previous question did not apply 
| to the motion to print. 


the hall. 
Mr. WENTWORTH, at the request, he said, 
| of several gentlemen, would withdraw the demand 
for the previous question, and would so modify his 
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had not been rec 
had no difficulty in overruling the point of order, 


inasmuch as the previous question applied to the | 


motion to print 34 ly as to the motion to refer. 
Mr. STANTON. Then I move to reconsider 
the vote by which the message and documents 
have been ordered to be printed. 
The SPEAKER stated the question. 


the affirmative? 

The SPEAKER. There was no division. 

Mr. STANTON was proceeding to speak—— 

Mr. DUER, (to the Chair.) Is it in order to 
move that the 
of the Whole on the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. The motion would be in or- 
der if the gentleman had the floor to make it. 

Mr. DUER was under the impression (he said) 
that after one hour had elapsed, the motion to go 
into Committee on the Whole on the state of the 
Union was in order, even though another gentle- 
man had the floor. 

The SPEAKER stated what the rule was. 

Mr. DUER appealed to the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Stanton] to yield the floor, so as 
to allow the gentleman from P wong {Mr. Hit- 
Liaap,} who had commenced his remarks yester- 
day in Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, to conclude. 


Mr. STANTON said he would certainly do so, || 


if he could have the floor when that gentleman 
{[Mr. Hittsarp] had concluded. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will have the 
floor whenever the motion to reconsider is called 


up. 

ate. PRESTON KING was understood to ex- 
press the hope that the motion would be disposed 
of, so that the House might go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. STANTON then addressed the House ae 
follows: 

Mr. Speaker: I presume the motion to print 
the message on your table will open up the whole 
question concerning the admission of California as 
a State, and the circumstances which led to the 
furmation of the constitution which is now pre- 
sented. With this understanding, sir, | shall enter 
upon the discussion; and | think | shall not fail to 
confine myself strictly to the subject thus brought 
directly before us. 

Mr. Speaker, every member of this House, 
who was here during the last Congress, must have 
been deeply impressed with the proceedings of those 
two memorable sessions. Upon some occasions, 
the excitement growing out of the slavery question 
waa intense; while, at all times, its shadow brood- 
ed over the deliberations of the two Houses, like 
that ominously silent and sultry atmosphere which 
engenders storms, or betokens some disastrous 
convulsion of nature. 

The condition of things at the present moment 
is greatly changed—lI deplore the necessity which 
compels me to say—not for the better. hile the 
symptoms exhibited during the last Congress were 
undoubtedly alarming, the disease itself, however 
violent and acute, might have yielded to remedies 


judiciously adopted and firmly administered. But | 
I fear now the disease of the body-politic has be- | 


come chronic and inveterate. It extends through- 
out the whole system, and with its subtle poison 
taints every organ of the public service. Almost 
one-fourth of the long session has been consumed 


election, from that of Speaker down to that of Door- 
keeper, this fatal question has entered as a sinister 
but powerful element. 
the House has been comparatively quiet, and spec- 
tators have expressed their amazement, and some- 
times their gratification, at the little excitement 
which has characterized these proceedings. I sin- 
cerely wish I could see them in the same light, 
and with the same complacency. But to me, sir, 
they present themselves in far more sombre colors. 
i think 1 see in them the sallow hue, the listless 


mood, and the languid action of a patient, thor- | 
oughly diseased, and insensible to that almost inev- | 


itable stroke of fate which seems to be impending. 

At the expiration of the last Congress this ques- 
iion, however embarrassing, was extremely sim- 
ple. The difficulties surrouuding it, though uo- 
doubtedly great, were clearly defined and well 
understood, Territorial governments, with, or 
without the exclusion of slavery, was the whole 


ouse resolve itself into Committee || 








During this long process, | 





i 
| 
} 
} 











|| of constitutional 
Mr. THURMAN. Did the gentleman vote in || it has drawn into its vortex numerous weighty 
| questions of constitutional law, of executive au- 
| thority, of territorial dependency, and of high - 

ea- 


| litical expediency; while not a single original 


bility of this Union would have been secured for 
an indefinite period. But this momentous ques- 
tion, then so simple, has now, by the course of 
events, and especially by the action of the Execu- 
tive and his advisers, become greatly complicated. 
it is no longer a question, involving a single point 

desitine or of sectional justice, but 


ture of the question—not one of its dangers or 
difficulties—has been removed. The existing Ad- 
ministration is responsible for this perilous change. 
Acting under the restraints of its position—com- 
pelled by the force of the circumstances, or rather | 
should say, the devices and stratagems which 
brought it into power—it has been obliged to alter 


|| the whole character of the question, in order to 


save its own reputation in the eyes of the country. 
Pledged, by its supporters, to both sides of the 
question in its simple original form, the only sal- 
vation of the Admunistrauon was in changing the 
shape of the measure, with the vain hope of sub- 
duing its difficulties or hiding them from the eyes 
of the people. But it will be found, sir, in the 
investigation of this subject, that this profound 
expedient has utterly failed, and that it has in- 
volved the whole matter in still more inextricable 
difficulties and perils. 

In spite, Mr. Speaker, of the ungenerous at- 
tempt of President Taylor to throw the responsi- 
bility of the present state of things, or a portion 
of it, upon the shoulders of his predecessor, it is 
impossible for any one to mistake the true condi- 
tion of the great question at the close of Mr. Polk’s 
administration. ‘There stands the admirable let- 


iter of Mr. Buchanan—a clear and beautiful sum- 


mary of the policy of that Cabinet—a pillar of 
light, worthy to guide the footsteps of patriots, in 
these dark and perilous times. You see in that 
document a profound knowledge of the true rela- 
tions existing between the Territory of California 
and the States of this Union. You see there no 
attempt to encourage the people of California to 
effect a change of those relations. On the contra- 
ry, they are exhorted to be patient, to be quiet, 
and to rely upon the justice and the fostering care 
of the parental Government. They are told that 


| Congress will eventually give them a territorial 


| 


| organization; and aboveall they are warned against 


the delusive hope of bettering their condition by 
attempting to anticipate the action of Congress. 
And in language almost prophetic, they are as- 
sured that such a course will be full of peril and 
trouble. The author of that letter seems to have 


| looked upon the subject with the profound pene- 








| this omission. 


| has been adopted. 


tration of a great statesman, and to have foreseen 
the very difficulties which now embarrass us, as 
the inevitable consequences of the policy which 
cannot forego the pleasure 
of reading those sentences of the letter in which 
these sentiments are distinctly avowed. Mr. Bu- 


| chanan says: 


The President deeply regrets that Congress did not, at 
their last session, establish a territorial government for Cal- 
ifornla. It would now be vain to euter into the reasons for 
Whatever those may have been, he is firmly 


| convinced that Congress feel a deep interest in the welfare 
| of California and its people, and will, at an early period of 


the next session, provide for them a terrjtorial government 


| suited to their wants. 
in the effort to organize this House; and, in every || 


* * * * * * * * ” * 


The President urgently advises the people of California to 


| live peaceably and quietly under the existing government. 


He believes that this will promote their lasting and best in- 
terests. If it be not what they could desire, und hada right 
to expect, they can consvle themselves with the reflection 
that it will endure but for a few months. Suould they at- 
tempt a change, or amend it during this bret period, they 
most probably could not accomplish their oly. ct betore the 
Government established by Congress would gu into ~y~ 
tion. In the mean time, the country would be agitated, the 
citizens would be withdrawn from their u-ual einploy- 
ments, and domestic strife might divide and exa-perate the 
people against each other; and this all to establicit a gov- 
ernment which, in no conceivable contingency, could en- 
dure for a single year. During this brief period it is better 
to bear the ills they have than to fly to others they know 
not of. 
a ° * * . * + * * * 

But, above all, the Constitution of the United States, the 
safeguard of all our civil rights, was extended over Califor- 
nia on the 30th May, 1848, the day on which our late treaty 
with Mexico was finally consummated. From that day its 
inhabitants became entitled to all the blessings and benefits 
resulting from the best form of civil government ever estab- 
lished amongst men. That they will prove worthy of this in- 
estimable boon, no doubt is entertained. 


- 
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The SPEAKER regretted that the gentleman | problem, This solved satisfactorily, every dan- 
ized, but said that the Chair || ger would have vanished in an hour, and the sta- 
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In these three pa hs is contained the w,., 
gist of President "Polk's policy. It me or 
the action of Congress, and it pointed with 
mistakable clearness to the establishment of a : 4 
ritorial government without the rohibition ~ 
slavery by the Federal power. This was ad 
single great question—surrounded with difficult; . 
it may be—but free from all collateral com lee 
tions; and the policy of Mr. Buchanan a. 
march up to this single question—to meet it fon 
in the face, and to settle it upon this ori S 

ground, without attempting to escape the aa : 
sibility involved in a course so frank and manly 
He relied upon the honesty and patriotism of ;), 
American people; and, northern man as he inn 
in that day of faction on the part of some and 
faltering on that of others, he staked his litical 
existence on this decisive movement, It ie 

vain to refer to the opinions or the unauthorized 


acts of military commanders in that distant Ter. 9 


tory. This letter is adopted, in its whole 

by the Secretary of War aii the late Admire’ 
tration, and it is sent as instructions to the com. 
manding officer in California. There, Plainly de. 
fined, are the metes and bounds—the self-impose) 
restraints of Executive power, according to the 
views of the late President. 

I repeat, sir, this was a frank and manly policy 
It appealed to the patriotism of the whole country. 
and leaned for support upon the sacred comipro- 
mises of the Constitution. It sought not, by an 
subterfuge, to evade the true issue. It did not ai. 
tempt, by any artifice, to cover up any one of the 
legitimate difficulties of the sub ect; nor did jt je. 
sort to any of the arts of political legerdemain to 
change the form and appearance of the question— 
to gild the bitter pill, and to delude the people of 
the southern States so far as to induce them to 
swallow the poison. 

Such was the position in which Mr. Polk’s ad- 
ministration left this question—in this plain and 
undisguised form the legacy was bequeathed to his 
successor. But no sooner has General Taylor 
seized the reins of power than all this is changed. 
A straightforward policy is no longer possible, be- 
cause the tortuous road which conducted him to 
the Presidency, renders it imperative upon him to 
follow a similar path in all his official progress. 
Upon every act of the Administration must inevit- 
ably be stamped the duplicity and fraud of its 
origin. In using this language, which may seem 
to be harsh, I refer rather to Chinseal Taylor’s sup- 
porters than to the General! himself, and to the pal- 
pably contradictory opinions ascribed to him atthe 
opposite ends of this Confederacy. Out of this 
indisputable double-dealing arises the absolute 
necessity of doing what the California message 
discloses to us has been done by the President and 
his Cabinet. We might have predicted these 
measures from the very circumstances I have men- 
tioned, with which they are linked by the indis- 
soluble bond of cause amd effect; of motive and 
purpose. 

hus far, sir, we have the policy of President 
Polk, and the motives for a change on the part of 
his successor. Now let us see what that change 
has been, and what consequences must inevitably 
ensue if the scheme oval be successful. 

I will not attempt to repeat what was so perti- 
nently and eloquently said by the gentleman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Seppon,] as to the usurpation of 


power by the Executive—power, both legislative ° 


and judicial. 1 concur in every word of his argu- 
ment; and I condemn the usurpation as disastrous 
in the result, if successful, and dangerous as a pre- 
cedent, under all circumstances. I admire the 
ey with which that gentleman treated the 

cretary of State as to that part of his letter (0 
Mr. King, in which it is plain the latter had re 
ceived verbal instructions, the nature of which 8 
but too apparent upon the face of the document 
which ean refers to them. For the ar- 
gument of the gentleman from Virginia, confi 
as it was to the great points of constitutional lav, 
nothing more was necessary than what was ¢X- 
pr in the paper itself. But a more searching 
investigation—a closer criticism—is demanded by 
the extraordinary character of these instructions 
to this extraordinary agent. : 

1 read from Mr. Clayton's letter of instruc: 
tions to Mr. King: 


“You are fully possessed of the President’s views, "4 


ean with proprie to the people ef California the 
ciupuien: ef-atnanaien Fest calculared to give them effect 
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res must, of course, originate solely with 
These es, Assure them of the sincere desire of the Ex- 
neu of the United States to protect and defend them in 
ee emation of any government, republican in its charac- 
de ereafter to be submitted to Congress, which shall be 
Wr, ault of their own deliberative choice. But let it be, 
be same time, distinctly understood by them, that the 
€ n of such & government must originate with themselves, 
rd without the interference of the Executive.” 


| challenge any gentleman to show any passage 
oarallel to this In any document emanating from 
ihe last Administration. Nothing like it—nothing 
in the remotest degree akin to it, can be found inany 
ofthe masterly productions of Mr. Polk, or those of 
his able and patriotic Cabinet. I go further, and 
ay, the annals of diplomacy might be ransacked 
in vain for sach_ an exhibition as is contained in 
this passage. Remember, sir, these instructions 
{id not concern our relations with any foreign 
government: they were to be used on our own ter- 
ory and among our own people. And yet you 
have in them all the caution, all the secrecy, and 
«ij the mystery, which might have been expected 
in the most artful specimens of international diplo- 
macy. Mr. King “* twas fully possessed of the Pres- 
ident’s views!’’ But what were those views? The 
gre nowhere given in thisdocument. No, sir! It 
is evident they were made known in the secrecy 
of cabinet consultations—the words in which they 
were conveyed swelled not beyond the lofty ceil- 
ings of the Executive mansion, and they are buried 
in the memory of the cabal that concocted them, 
and of the agent to whom they were communica- 
ted. Mr. King was instructed to ‘* suggest to the 
people of California the adoption of measures best cal- 
culated to give them (the President’s views) effect;” 
and immediately upon the heels of this comes that 
most ludicrous caution, ‘* these measures must of 
course originate with themselves!’’ And so fearful 
was Mr. Clayton that ‘* the views of the Presi- 
dent,” and ** the measures”’ suggested ‘‘ to give 
them effect,’? might be suspected by somebody 
to be really the views and measures of the Pres- 
ident, that he repeats the caution over and over 
again, no less than three times in this single par- 
agraph! He says to the people of California, 
“you ought to do this;”’ but mind, ‘‘it must origin- 
ate solely with yourselves;’’? and mind again, it 
must “be the result of your own deliberate 
choice;”” and yet again remember, it must be 
“ without the interference of the Executive.” 

This last caution is absolutely so ridiculous that 
itexcites contempt as well as amusement. Who is 
it that warns the people of California against ‘‘the 
interference of the Executive?’’ Why, sir, it is 
the Executive himself. And why should the 
President caution the people of California against 
his own interference? There can only be one 
reason; and that is, because he felt conscious that he 
was interfering, and he sought in this blundering 
way to conceal it from himself as well as from those 
to whom this paternal advice was addressed. Sig, 
there is nothing like this in ail history, unless it be 
in soine of those examples of profound legal skill, 
of which we have instances on record, where a 
deed of conveyance, fraudulenf in its character, 
attempts to evade the force of the facts by gravely 
declaring there is no fraud in the transaction. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I leave this transparent 
artifice, which is calculated merely to excite a 
smile, and I approach other considerations of far 
deeper import. Can you conceive it possible that 
the President of the United States, or rather his 
Cabinet advisers, could have sent this agent to Cal- 
fornia on this important mission, without having 
thought of the great question of slavery, and with- 
out having given Mr. King the most ample in- 
structions in regard to it? Can you suppose that 
in the advices he was to bear to the people of that 
distant Territory, there were none which touched 
this all-important subject? It is impossible. 
When you reflect, sir, that but for this disturbing 
question there would have been no necessity for 
such an agent, and no pretext for any action on 
the part of the Executive, you cannot resist the 
conviction that “the views of the President,’’ on 
this subject, were freely communicated to Mr. 
King, and by him to the — of California. 

hat were those views? hat was Mr. King 
authorized to say to the people of California, on 
this vital and all-absorbing question? .What did 
he say to them? Did he tell them, they could not 
be admitted into this Union as a sovereign State, 
if their constitution should tolerate slavery? 

he encourage them, in the name and by 
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. But here we 








the authority of the Executive, to seek to con- || slavery by the power of 

ciliate the favor of the northern States, by sacri- || have the same thing effected by the trenchant 
ficing the interests of the southern? Something power of the Executive. It matters not what in- 
on this subject, he must have said—something struments he has employed—it matters not that he 
anaes as een ae . Seen best —— | has stirred up the people of California, to do this 
ated to give effect’’ to the Presi ocean vor | thing in their own name. The usurpation which 
can we be at a loss, Mr. Ker, to determine | effects it, and the indirection which attempts to 
= — aes tl a pee ae cared —- | — rs — — - me in = blacker colors 

. ndemnation of t . 

newspaper rumors and verbal reports,and look at || _—_‘[ have said this quantionted fen greatly com- 
the unequivocal-declarations of Mr. Clayton’s let- | plicated by the measures of the Executive. He 
ter, in which, as the gentleman from Virginia | has himself usurped the judicial power and pro- 
(Mr. Seppon] well remarked, he usurped the ju- | claimed the Wilmot proviso in force in California: 
dicial power, and proclaimed that the preéxisting || and he has again usurped the legislative power to 
laws of Mexico would control the relations of the | procure its incorporation in the pronunciamiento of 
ee —_ peal — pu nut ania || rere a — now in this term 
utlo H ! 00 € measure is presented to us apt | 
proceedings of the convention, and the actual pro- | Not in the sim “ form of its dvigine éaleeaeed, 
hibition of slavery incorporated into their consti- | but surrounded by a thousand accessory questions 
tution, with the Executive recommendation that || of the greatest magnitude and of the most vital im- 


the constitution be sanctioned, and the State ad- | portance. There is the question of limits—the 


| 
mitted into the Union ! Here you have the*result | question concerning the number, character, and lo- 
of the movement, in which, no doubt, the Presi- | 


dent’s views have been completely effected. And || eeetutanon e Saen end Bo baile, “haa 
is it possible to mistake the character of the advice || the unsettled boundary of Texas—and finally, 
_ —— this eee: oe though it || there is the great question of disturbing the present 
may be from the eye, it 1s plainly written in these || comparative equilibrium of the northern and south- 
cnat trees the prusminns, ches the Pitaideat':ndet-|| seeahietaaref-epsoseanes cata canton 
: , 3, 1 | of a precedent—which shrouds the 
sers, in hatching up this notable means of escaping || future of one section of this Union in impenetrable 
from their awkward position, have deemed it in- || darkness. At this delicate and dangerous crisis, 
dispensable to secure a constitution excluding | while the two sections of the Union are exasper- 
slavery, so as to make it acceptable to the prepon- || ated against each other almost to the point of rap- 
ae — of the es the ae ture all these momentous questions are precipi- 

ouses of Congress. Any other scheme would || tated upon us. If there had been no war between 
in all probability have failed; and having resolved || the North and the South, such as has been waged 
upon the fatal step, it a <r been ere sam | for some years—if, in a season of profound calm, 
not to give it every possibie chance of success. 


t | a territorial government had been established, and 
To have provided for any show of fairness or fa- || the South had enjoyed a fair and equal chance for 
vor to the southern States would, in the present || the establishment of her institutions in California 
condition of opinion and power in the North, have |! —if, under these circumstances, a State govern- 
resulted in inevitable discomfiture. Hence, in all |) ment had been regularly formed with the consent 
the calculations of this Cabinet cabal, the propriety |, 


| of Congress, the South would, even then, have 
of making a slave State on the shores of the Pa- || been reluctant to see the equilibrium of the system 
cific was not for one moment considered. 


_ || disturbed, and her assent would have been attend- 
In making these remarks, sir, | mean no dis- 


a | ed with the most gloomy forebodings. 1 do not 
respect to Mr. King. 1 have long enjoyed the ac- || doubt, however, that she would have submitted 
quaintance of that gentleman, and | entertain for || to the measure in spite of its danger. But how 
him personally the highest esteem. 1 speak only | different is the case which is presented to her 
of his late mission to California in its political |) now? For years past we have been continually 
bearings; and in that view my judgment does || 


ne o€8 || assaulted in the most vulnerable points, and the 
most decidedly condemn alike the Administration |! assailants have been shielded under the shadow of 
and its agent. 


the Union, whose fundamental principles they 
Now, Mr. Speaker, let us pause awhile and 
consider the nature and the magnitude of the 


| have outraged. The agitation has been violently 

| maintained ever since the acquisition of California 

crime involved in this proceeding. 1 say crime, |} —a measure most baleful to the South has been 
sir—crime against the Constitution of the land— 
against the rights of one half of the sovereign 


| held in terrorem over the heads of the people— 
2 v | and under the influence of these disastrous circum- 

States of this Confederacy, and against the integri- 

ty and the very existence of the Union itself. ‘he 


| stances, the people of the southern States and their 

¢ isten¢ U | institytions have been virtually excluded by force 
eople now in California have been invited by the 
President to assume the government of a country 


| from the territory in question. During all this 
° t | time the South has been protesting against these 
belonging to the United States—to fix their own | outrages, and by her firm resistance she has been 
boundaries, and usurp the control of a vast and || able to prevent unjust legislation, and | believe 
valuable territory—to prescribe the qualifications || she has even succeeded in making a powerful im- 
of voters, and, in short, to do everything neces- || pression in her favor upon a large portion of the 
sary to the establishment of an independent State || northern people. Just at this critical time, the 
government. These are functions strictly legisla- || old question, in a more insidious form, is about 
tive in their character, and never before, in any || to be presented to us, and we are gravely asked to 
similar instance, exercised except by the authority || accept and submit to it. We are called upon to 
and direction of the Government. of the United 
States. What the people of California haye done 
is strictly revolutionary, and the President of the 


abandon all precedent—to violate all law—to 
| trample on the Constitution—and to sanction the 

United States has-been virtually at the head of this 

revolution. If there be any validity in these pro- 
























grossest usurpations in order to bring upon our- 
| selves the very evil against which we have been 
so long struggling. And to place us under the 


ceedings, California is at this moment an independ- | strongest ible duress, the question is to be 
ent State. She may or may not ask to be admit- || presented in the shape of a State asking to be 
ted into the Union. If the revolution be success- || admitted into the Union, when, for the purpose of 
ful, she is the arbiter of her own destiny, with |) vindicating our own rights under the Constitution, 
complete power, jurisdiction, and ownership over |! we must seemingly place ourselves in opposition 
the territory, which has been thus wrested from | to the rights of the people of California. But this 
the United States. -|| will not embarrass us for a moment. Those peo- 


And for what has the President placed the rela- | ple will scarcely expect us to submit to a subversion 
tions of this Government with California in this || of the most exenéd princigies of our fandamental 
perilous position? Only, sir, to relieve his ad- |. law, in order that they may enjoy the ad vantages of 
ministration from that equally perilous position in | a violated Constitution. h a submission on our 
which its conflicting supporters had placed it— | part, while it would be ruinous to us, would ren- 
only, sir, to avoid that rock, on which it was felt || der the Union itself almost valueless to them. A 
the bark of its power must inevitably split. The | fatal omen would it be to the destinies of this 
President has undertaken to cut the Gordian knot || great Confederacy, if this new star should arise 
of the slave question, with the sword of arbitrary | from amidst the fragments of a broken Constitu- 
power. Here, in my judgment, lies the most cul- | tion, paled in its ascent by the cloud of Executive 
pable part of this whole plot. What was the | usurpation. 

Wilmot proviso? It was simply the exclusion of |, Fatal, indeed, would the policy inevitably be, 
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at least to the southern States. In this body, the 
popular branch of the Government, the North has 
an overwhelming majority. Already, notwith- 
standing the nominal equality of the northern and 
southern States, the Vice President gives the pre- 
ponderanc® in the Senate to the most populous 
portion of the Confederacy. The border States 
are trembling in the balance, and, unfortunately, 
some of their public men have, in my judgment, 
deserted their highest interests. In this condition 





of things, the multiplication of non-slaveholding | 


States cannot fail to be disastrous to those of the 
opposite character. All history, all philosophy, 


and all experience combine to teach us, that in all || 
interests which are clearly sectional, we shall inev- | 


itably be overwhelmed and continually oppressed. 


We have many such interests. Slavery is m3 no || 
ner- | 


means the only one, though it is the most vu 
able; and this very circumstance has tended to 
Open our eyes to the extent of our danger from 
these threatened events. It has been the agitation 
upon this question—connected as it is with all our 
interests, material, social, moral, and pelitical— 


which has led us to look into the operation of the | 


Federal system and to discover how great an in- 
strument of oppression it may be made in the 


hands of an unscrupulous and fanatical majority. | 


It is delusive to talk about existing constitutional 
varriers: they have been constantly overleaped or 
trampled down. I will not undertake to say wheth- 
er the spirit which has been engendered in the 


North is indicative of true progress or not. What- | 


ever may be the difference of opinion on that point, 
the fact is ene that in the northern 
States of this Union slavery is looked upon with 


horror, and there is a determined disposition and | 
With all politi- || 
cal power, even under our Constitution, in the | 


a constant effort to overthrow it. 


hands of a fixed majority controlled by such feel- 
ings and designs, it would be more than madness 
to expect to be fairly dealt with by this Govern- 
ment, 
in their power greatly to annoy us; and when, as 


they have done and would undoubtedly do again, | 
they should overstep the limits of their constitu- || 
tional authority, we should be absolutely at their || 
mercy, with no power of protection except our || 


own resistance. 

L repeat, thia would not be the case only in 
reference to the question of slavery. It would be 
so in all our distinctive interests, where those 
of the North and South conflict, as they do in 
many instances. The disease in our system, 
which this slavery agitation has revealed to us, 
lies deeper than the slavery question itself. It is 
organic in its character. 


when the irregular throbbings of this organ have 
been allayed, it may not immediately seize upon 
the lungs, or even the brain. 
ure known as the ‘* Wilmot proviso,’’ seems now 
to be abandoned. 
policy of the northern Whigs; although not one 


of them, up to this session of Congress, has ever | 
believe it is | 
their settled policy now to avoid that measure and | 
prevent its passage by every possible means short || 


in this House voted against it,— 


of a direct vote against it. Where is the honor- | 


able gentleman from Pennsylvania, who has the |, 
doubtful distinction of having given his name to || 


this notorious measure? I tell him that his hobby | 
is gone. Well did the gentleman from Alabama | 


By their constitutional action it would be || 


It does not follow, be- | 
cause the disease has attacked the heart, that, | 


It is true, the meas- |, 


I believe such is now the || 
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| spread consternation around. You have there- 
|| fore. rolled it away; but you have only substi- 
|, tuted for it a magazine of still more dangerous 
|| materials, which by its explosion may eventually 
‘| shatter the Union. 

| Under these circumstances, Mr. Speaker, I be- 
| lieve, with the gentleman from Alabama, who 
|| commenced his speech yesterday, [Mr. Hituiarp,] 
| that it as the duty of the South to insist upona 
| settlement of this dangerous question at the pres- 
ent time. I believe she will be utterly untrue to 
|| herself if she does not adopt this course in this 
great emergency. In resisting the admission of 
California, she will be standing on the corner- 
stone of the Constitution, as certainly as when 
resisting the application of the Wilmot proviso. 
Let her rise in her strength, and rebuke the usurp- 
ations of executive authority, at the same time 
that she is providing for -her future peace and 
security. Upon this vantage ground let her take 
her stand, and if there be yet remaining any lim- 
| itations to the power of this Government—if there 
be yet left in the’ minds of men any respect for 
truth and justice—she must and will prevail. In 
|| my judgment, it would be a most fatal error in 
| the southern States to permit this great occasion 
| to pass by unimproved. 1 do not pretend to go 
into the question as to the proper mode of giving 
|| security to the South. 1 only maintain now that 


she js entitled to it and must have it—she must | 
This vital question, | 


|| have it in her own hands. 
if not determined speedily by the two Houses of 
Congress, will in all probability be maturely con- 
sidered by another body, bearing a commission 
|| from the qo higher even than that of the Con- 
gress of the United States. 
| speak, sir, for myself and for my constitu- 
ents as far as I know their views and their interests. 
I should conceive myself to be utterly false to those 
| who sent me here, if I could hesitate in the present 
crisis. But what is to be done? Not among the 
least fatal embarrassments thrown around this 
|| subject by the action of the Cabinet, is the diffi- 
culty of answering this very question. ‘The pseudo 


cept upon a full adjustment of all the difficulties. 
|| If it shall be rejected, what will be the condition 
of the people who have been so fatally misled by 
the President’s advisers? 
| result, the responsibility will rest upon those alone 
4, who have originated this premature and unlawful 
| movement. ‘I'he State may possibly seek to be- 
|| come independent. It will be difficult to reduce it 
|, again to the condition of a mere dependent terri- 
tory. Nevertheless, I believe, if it were possible 
to establish promptly a territorial government, all 
|| might yet be put right. But such a course is 
' environed with almost insuperable difficulties, and 
the future alone can reveal the mode by which 
these obstacles are to be surmounted. 

But it may be possible that the dominant mnjor- 
|| ity in the two Houses of Congress will have the 
strength to secure the admission of California, and 
that they will blindly exercise the power they 

ossess. I hope I shall never see thai fatal day ! 

ut should it come in spite of my feeble depreca- 
tions, | shall be ready to meet it with whatever 
sacrifices may be necessary to defend the interests 
of the people I represent. it is possible the people 
of the whole South may not immediately under- 
| stand the full extent of their danger—it is possible 


State of California cannot be admitted into the | 
Union—at ieast, it cannot be with my vote, ex- | 


Whatever may be the | 
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the Union. I imagine I now hear the 
rumblings, and feel the incipient vibrations oto" 
shock which is destined to rend it assunder ue 
conviction is founded, rather upon the state 2, 
feeling which has been unhappily engendered - 
tween the two sections, than upon any great ey “ 
immediately affecting the interests of either How 
|| rudely have the ties of brotherhood been sundered; 
How deeply has the sense of constant wrone “s { 
|| Outrage sunk into the hearts of the southern. a 
|| ple! What was at first but the feeling of woud ‘ 
|| affection, became afterwards indignation, and final 
ly, continued too long, it has grown to be settled 
hate. The southern people have little hope fry 
—they have almost no confidence in—the Sostiee 
and forbearance of their northern brethren, "They 
have seen the most important provisions of ;j, 
Constitution openly violated by the State authori. 
| ties of the opposite section, and their dearest iter. 
|| ests have been regularly thrown into the arena of 
} olitics and made the sport of contending parties 
| To such an extent has this system of hostili:, 
| been carried, that, with but few honorable exce,. 
|| tions, it has now become almost impossible for 
|| northern man to acquire the favor of his 





; $ , people 
| except in proportion to the bitterness of his a 
|| sition to southern rights and institutions. [py {js 


|| State of exasperated feeling, how long can you ex. 
| pect to maintain a union, 
‘© Whose deep foundations lie 
In veneration and a people’s love?” 

If there be any real desire to preserve the Union 
| you must restore the alienated affections of the 
people. This can only be done by restoring the 
|| Constitution to its pristine purity—by observing 
|| its sacred compromises in letter and spirit—and by 
|| putting an end, at once and forever, to that con- 
| tinual war of fanaticism which has been waged, 
| for so many years, against the institutions of the 

South. You cannot altogether repair the injury 
‘pyou, have done; but you can cease to injure us 
| further, and you can give us assurances of our 
|| future peace. These are the conditions, and the 
‘| only conditions, of the stability of this Union. If 
any man understands me to deal in the language 
|| of menace, he does me great injustice. Ag [ 
|} would scorn the threats of others, I would feel 
|| abased to use them myself. But 1 speak of causes 
|| and effects. I look upon the operation of political 
| forces and endeavor to comprehend the resulting 
| tendency of their combined action. And | tell 
| you here to-day, as the solemn conviction of one 
|| whose opinion may indeed be worth but little, that 
|| the problem is not, on the part of any one, to de- 
|| stroy thé’ Union, but the difficulty is to preserve it 
|| by all the power you can exert to effect that ob- 
| ject. I tell you, sir, it will require all the wisdom, 
|| energy, and patriotism of all your Clays, Casses, 
‘| Buchanans and Websters, and whatever other 
|| great names you can bring to bear, to arrest the 
|| dewnward progress of evenis. If this can be done 
| with security to the South, upon the principles and 
|| to the extent for which I have argued, I shall hail 
|| the consummation, with profound joy. But if 
| California be forced upon us, without such an ad- 
|| justment of the questions involved in that measure, 
|| 1 shall be ready to make the final struggle upon 
|| this very ground—I shall be prepared to go with 
|| the southern people in whatever they may deter- 
|| mine—even though it be to abandon the Union, 
|| when the rights of the southern States cannot be 
|| otherwise protected. 


exclaim, ‘* The thing is dead!"’ Yes, sir, all the | 
green honors that once clustered around the name |) 
of the reputed author of this policy have withered || 
and perished. His faithful allies of the last Con- || 


gress have deserted him, in the vain effort to save | 


the evil day of separation may be postponed yeta | (Mr. Sranron was several,times interrupted on 
while longer. But I solemnly believe that day | points of order (relevancy) made by Mr. Preston 
must come, as the inevitable consequence of the | Kine, but there was no action of the House 
act it is proposed to accomplish. With the suc- || thereon.] 

cess of this measure, there is no prospect of any- || 


the sinking administration of Gen. Taylor. 


the spirit of the measure is still living and vigor- || 


ous, while its dead and loathsome carcass only | 
has been left to its earliest and best friends. The | 
political jugglers have accomplished the feat of | 
transmigration, and the living principle of the | 
‘* Wilmot proviso”? has been breathed into the 
bedy of the California convention. 
But, sir, we are not to be deceived by this 

adroit movement—our eyes are not to be diverted 


from the fact, that the principle and the power || 


which constitute all the danger are still in effec- | 
tive operation, and seeking to accomplish their fell 
purpose. You, northern gentlemen, have sported | 
with this question, for political purposes, until 
you found the dangerous plaything to be a shell, 
which was aboat to burst in your hands and 





But |, 





: Mr. STANTON having concluded— 
| thing but the utter exclusion of the South from } Mr. VINTON (with a view to reach the joint 
every foot of the territory which she has _con- i] resolution from the Senate, limiting the expenses 
| tributed to purchase with her best blood. She || of collecting the revenue, which had been returned 
_ mustsoon be completely surrounded by free States, || from the Senate with an amendment) moved that 
| into which will be gradually infused the hostile || the motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 
feelings, which now so deeply pervade the masses || And the question was taken and decided in the 
of the northern people. She will be overwhelmed || affirmative. 
in the Union by a power, which, out of it, she || So the motion to reconsider the vote by which 
_ could successfully resist. Are the southern people || the message and documents had been ordered to 
| so blinds not to be able to see this? and how long || be printed, was laid upon the table. 
| do vou suppose it will require them to learn the |) he SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
_ extent of their danger ? || munication from the War Department, transmit: 
I am among those, Mr. Speaker, who, for || ting 234 pginted copies of the Army Register for 





hensions upon the fearful struggle which has been | Re ntatives. 
exhibited here and throughout the whole country. 


I am far from being sure that it is possible to save || partment, transmitting, in 





| some time past, have looked with gloomy appre- || 1850, for the use of the members of the House of 


Iso, a communication from the Treasury De- 
complianee with the 
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— of Congress of 1808 and 1819, an exhibit of 1 the court at the council room or in the court room. 
e contracts authorized by the Treasury Depart- || He could not see the necessity for an additional 
during the years 1848-49; of payments | clerk when they had a clerk there to do the busi- 


acts 
' 
ode from the Treasury, according to specific 
aes of the expenditures for the discharge of 


-sailaneous claims; of the expenditures out of 
oon hospital fund for the relief of sick and 
jisabled seamen, for the year 1849; which com- 
munication, — ; 

On the motion of Mr. BAYLY, was referred to 
the Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 

The joint resolution from the Senate, ‘* limiting 
the expenses for collecting the revenue from cus- 
toms for the present fiscal year,” having been re- 
wrned from the Senate with an amendment to the 


amendment of the House, and now coming up on | 


the question of concurrence therein— 
The amendment of the Senate was read. 
thorizes the Secretary of the Treasury to dispose 


of the Government lease of certain warehouses on | 


the best practicable terms for the Government, on 


or about the Ist of January next, or to retain such | 


parts of the lease, or to lease other warehouses for 
the storage of unclaimed goods as are required by 
law to be stored by the Government. 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the said amendment 
of the Senate be concurred in by the House; and, 
he said, before following up that motion with 
another, he merely desired to say, that the amend- 


mentof the Senate met the concurrence of the | 
Committee of Ways and Means, and that it was | 


in accordance with views which he had presented 
inthe committee. He thought it was an import- 
ant part of the resolution. He moved the previous 
uestion. 

’ Mr. ASHE called for the reading of the amend- 
ment, which was again read. 

Mr. ASHE desired to inquire, he said, of the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
(Mr. Bayty,] whether the adoption of the amend- 
ment would not do away with the warehousing 
system ? 

Mr. BAYLY. No—it will not. 

The question was then taken on the demand for 
the previous question, and there was a second. 
And the main question (on concurring in the 
amendment of the Senate to the amendment of the 
House) was taken, and decided in the affirma- 
tive without a division. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred 
1n, 
Mr. BAYLY moved a reconsideration of the 
voie, and that that motion be laid upon the table. 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative, the motion to reconsider was laid 
upon the table. 

So the joint resolution awaits only the signature 
of the President to become a law. 


THE SUPREME COURT. 

The joint resolution from the Senate authorizing 
the appointment of a special clerk by the Supreme 
Court of the United States, coming up on its first 
and second reading, and having received the 
same— 

Mr. BAYLY said the Supreme Court of the 
United States, in consequence of the press of busi- 
ness upon them, growing out of the reform that 
had been made in the discussions before that tri- 
bunal, had found it absolutely necessary to havea 
clerk to transcribe their opinions. They had not 
time to do it themselves. And that court asked 
for this clerk, of a moderate salary, to be appoint- 
ed by the court itself. He hoped there would be 
no objections to putting this joint resolution on its 


passage, 

Mr. JONES said he objected to the resolution 
being put upon its passage, and he not only op- 
Posed it now, but he should oppose it whenever 
the question came up. 

The judiciary system had been increasing and 
tugmenting in expenses every year—almost every 
day he might say, and it now cost at least twice as 
much as, in his opinion, it was worth to the coun- 
‘ry. And pass this resolution, and give this clerk, 
and another year perhaps every justice of that 


court would want a clerk to be paid out of the 
public treasury at $6 aday. Now, if weinquired 
8&8 to the compensation received by the clerk of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, it would 
be found to be sufficient to pay for all the clerical 

be required, either for 


duties that could possibly 


It au- | 
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ness, furnished by law, and amply paid to do all 
the duties that the court could possibly require. 

He moved that the resolution be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY said his friend from Tennessee, he 
was sure, misunderstood the character of this 
clerk called for. The Judges of the Supreme 
Court were required to record their opinions of 
course. In writing their opinions they frequently 
interlined them very much. Some of them wrote 
bad hands. It was impossible for men of their 
age to do this copying for themselves; and if they 
could do it it ae be very false economy to require 
them to do it, because their time might be much 
better employed. A clerk to copy these opinions 
must be aman who understood technical terms, 
who understood the abbreviations which the 
judges made. He must be alawyer. But in ad- 


| dition to that, the resolution contemplated addi- 


tional duty upon his part. It was to make inves- 
tigation, to aid the Court in investigations, which 
would save much mere drudgery of labor on their 
part, and enable them to dispatch their business 
more expeditiously. 

It was very well known that for the opinions of 
the majority of that Court he had no very great 
respeet; for the opinions of others of them he aad 
a high respect. But he had no idea that that high 
tribunal would ask an appointment of that sort 
unless there were a necessity for it. He had no 
particular anxiety about the disposition of the 
resolution. If it were the pleasure of the House 
to send it to the Committee on the Judiciary he 
would notobject. But in the mean time that Court 
was in session, and in want of these very services, 
as he was informed. 

Mr. CARTER said he wished the resolution to 
be read, that it might be ascertained what kind of 
a clerk it proposed to give the Supreme Court. 

The resolution was read accordingly. 

Mr. CARTER said he considered this an ex- 
traordinary application. In the organization of the 
Court they Lad generally a competent clerk, with 
deputies. This Court was furnished with three, 
and the extraordinary duties of this particular 
officer contemplated by the resolution were defined 
by the resolution itself. They were, as he under- 
stood from the reading of the resolution, to make 
researches, and gather up materials [a laugh} for 
opinions on the part of the Bench; and the reason 
assigned for it by the able chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means (Mr. Bayty] was, 
that the Judges had become old and not able to 
do it themselves. A better remedy for that state 
of things was a reformation of the Constitution of 
the United States, compelling the Judges to quit 
the Bench when they became unfit to do the duties 
of the Bench. 

Mr. BAYLY interposed, and inquired if the 
nee would dispense with the services of 

hief Justice Taney in that court? 

Mr. CARTER replied, when he became so old 
and inefficient that he could not do his own think- 
ing [a laugh] without being supplied with a clerk 
for that purpose, he (Mr. C.) would be in favor 
of it. If he comprehended this resolution, it pro- 
vided a clerk to aid them in thinking, [laughter] — 
a clerk for investigation! [Renewed laughter.]} 
This was the proposition that was coolly made 
here by the Supreme Court of the United States 
—that they might be furnished with auxiliary 
brains, to do their thinking, [laughter,] which 
now, God knows, they did not do. But the way 
to correct the evil was not by thrusting upon them 
a supplemental judge, (for that seemed to be the 
office of the clerk proposed,) but to reform the 
Constitution, and cut them off when old age, de- 
bility, or bad habits [laughter] disabled them for 
investigating for themselves. ; : 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said he 
thought the resolution should go to the Committee 
on the Judiciary; he thought it due to the Supreme 
Court that it should take this reference. Here 
was an application coolly madé—— . 

Mr. CARTER interposing. {[ think the appli- 
cation is very cool. : : 

Mr. THOMPSON replied, that the discussion 
was not quite of the same character. It was 
pretty earnest, somewhat cavalier. 

This waa not, as he understood, a clerk at all 
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for the court; it was a clerk forthe judges. They 
had a vast duty upon them. He himself knew 
that there was a vast duty resting upon that Bench; 
and they had as little aid in performing that duty, 
even much less aid than any other body doing the 
same amount of business. He was in favor, how- 
ever, of the resolution being inveatigated, and 
thought it should be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

He had been sorry, very sorry indeed, to hear 
reflections cast upon that Court, whose course 
had done honor to the country, whose decisions 
had done so much, not only to interpret our own 
Constitution, but to shed light upon the groat 
principles of international and of common law, 

He would givé them no extra or unnecessary 
officers. But when the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and several of the committees of the este 
as well as the Senate, had their clerks, he thought 
it was not unreasonable that the Supreme Court 
should ask one. They had much more need of 
one. He would treat their application respect- 
fully. He preferred to see the resolution referred. 
He hoped the gentleman from Tennessee [\Mr. 
Jones] would allow it to go to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. If it went to the Committee of the 
Whole it was an end to all efforts to investigate 
it—it would be long before it would be reached. 

Mr. CLEVELAND said he did not feel will- 
ing to sit here, and hear the highest tribunal of the 
country assailed in the manner in which it had 
been, and witness a broad laugh ali over this 
House at the wit displayed—at whose expense ? 
at yours (said Mr. C.) and mine, and the expense 
of this nation; for the moment that any man makes 
the American people believe that that Court is in- 
competent to discharge the duties that are devolved 
upon it, that moment the great security for liberty. 
in this land is destroyed. Was that Court (he 
asked) of the character described? Was it thus 
destitutejof brains? Because it merely asked, under 
peculiar circumstances, for an additional clerk, to 
aid it in dispatching the business of the public, did 
it follow that it was thereby admitting, in the face 
and eyes of the American people, that it needed 
another judge, and a judge possessing brains to a 
greaterJamount then they had ? 

In justice to the judges of this Court—not as 
much as in justice to himself and to this House— 
he would state what he understood to be the 
grounds of thisapplication. Under the old sysie:u 
of allowing the lawyers to spin their yarns as long 
as they saw fit, the Court did not dispatch the 
business before it so rapidly but a single clerk 
could discharge the duties which he believed 
everybody admitted were discharged by a clerk-—— 
which never had been, were not now, and never 
would be required to be performed by the judges 
themselves. Now they had seen fit to imitate the 
example set them by this House, and lint the 
lawyers to two hours—as this House—the sen si- 
ble, thinking part of it had limited those of them 
who were lawyers to one hour. He thought that 
was wise. He believed this change of system 
necessarily dispatched business so rapidly that 
they now needed an additional clerk. He saw 
nothing unreasonable in this—nothing that should 
call down upon their heads the ridicule of any gen- 
tleman or the ridicule of the House. Why, it 
seemed to him the plainest proposition ever made, 
and as reasonable as it was plain. 

But aside from that, had it come to this that 
this House had so little confidence in the Supreme 
Court of the United States of America, that*they 
were unwilling to grant them the assistance of a 
clerk to do their writing, when they came forward 
and unanimously told them that they wanted that 
assistance? Was it necessary to go through all the 
ceremony of referring this simple proposition to a 
“committee, having it investigated, and a réport 
made upon it, as though the justices of the Su- 
preme Court of the United States were not com- 
petent to decide this matter? Why, there was 
not a State in this Vaion, net one in which the 
courts were not empowered to appoint their own 
clerk. And now, would the legislative power not 
accede to the necessities of the Court, which sim- 
ply asked that the power should be extended to 
them by legislation of saying that all the duties 
might be done—which all lawyers conceded should 
be done—by aclerk. Now, had it come to this 
that they seriously called in question the sanit 
of that court, because they simply asked an addi- 
tional clerk, owing to a change of their practice, 
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which he believed after trial they approved— | 


which he thought the whole American people 
would approve? 
change was memset, A beneficial. 

He felt persuaded that his friend from Ohio [Mr. 
Carrer} had not intended to say anything im- 

roper or unkind,to this Court. The gentleman 
om spoken from the feelings of the moment. 
He could hardly believe that the gentleman would 
be willing deliberately to say from his place— 
even by inference—that that Court was destitute 
of brains. 


Mr. CARTER (the floor being yielded for ex- | 


planation) said he did not wish to sit here and hear 
repeated misrepresentations of what he had said. 
He had not charged the Supreme Court with lack- 
ing brains, but his friend from Connecticut had put 
that language into his mouth. He had said that 


the resolation recommended to the consideration | 


of the House, proposed auxiliary brains (a laugh] 
to the Supreme Court. 


Court; it was the resolution. 


said—a clerk to think and look for them. They 
were already provided with all the clerical force 


which the Supreme Court required, and his friend | 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. THompson] said it was | 
not a clerk of the Court, but a clerk of the Judges || 


which was proposed. Now, he found it was very 


fashionable here in Washington to have clerks to || 


persons—so much so that it was true of most of 
the fungtionaries of Government, that they had to 
be waited upon in the discharge of almost all the 
indispensable duties of nature. And this was the 
description of clerk that these Judges wanted. A 
clerk to assist! A supplemental judge! A think- 
ing machine for the Bench! That was the object 
of this resolution. 

Mr. CLEVELAND (resuming) said, that one 
object he had had in view in alluding to that part 
of the gentleman’s remarks, was to give the gen- 
tleman an opportunity to set himself right. The 
gentleman was determined to keep himself in the 


wrong. Great as was his regard for that gentle- | 


man, he must be allowed to say to that gentleman, 
to the Speaker, and to this House, that they had 
the power of disgracing themselves, but they had 
not the power of disgracing that Court. When he 
saw men so ready to laugh at wit at the expense 
of their respectability, he almost pitied them. 

Mr. FOWLER, interposing, (the floor being 
yielded,) said he wished for one to protest that the 
ridicule was not upon the Court, but that the ridi- 
cule and laughter arose from the very gentle and 

lacid manner in which the gentleman from Ohio 
fad uttered his sentiments. 

Mr. CLEVELAND said he regretted that his 
friend across the way should have found it neces- 
sary to come to his relief in his attempt to place 
his brother Carrer in a proper position. So far 
as the House complimented themselves in laugh- 
ing at manner here, he left his worthy friend from 
Massachusetts and the gentleman from Ohio to 
settle here or elsewhere. They were abundantly 
able to do it. 

But in regard to this other matter, permit him 
to say that, in his opinion, the demand made 
hy the Court upon them was a refsonable one, 
and they ought to treat it in a manner which— 
while these attempts at wit would not and could 
not disgrace the Court—should not reflect discredit 
upon themselves. He thought it was due to the 


ouse, and due to the Court, and therefore he | 


hoped the resolution would pass. If gentlemen 
persisted in talking about this matter as an addi- 


tion to the brain of the Court, he could not help | 


it—he regretted it exceedingly. 


Mr. DUER inquired what would be the effect | 


of the previous question ? 

The SPEAKER said gif sustained it would bring 
the House to a direct vote, first upon the motion to 
refer the resolution to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, and then, if that were 


rejected, to a vote upon ordering the joint resolu- | 


tion to be read a third time. : 

Mr. DUER moved the previous question. 

Mr. KAUFMAN requested the gentleman to 
withdraw the demand for the previous question, to 
enable him (Mr. K.) to move to refer the resolu- 
tion to the Committee on Public Expenditures, if 
the pending motion. to refer failed. 

Mr. DUER declined to withdraw the demand 
for the previous question. 


He believed the result of that | 


It was not he who had | 
impeached the capacity of the Judges of that || 
They wanted an in- | 
vestigating clerk—that was what the resolution || 


|| main question ordered, being first on the.motion to 
refer the resolution to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 
The question was takef and decided in the neg- 
| ative. 
So the House refused to refer the resolution. 
The question recurred upon ordering the resolu- 
tion to a third reading, was taken and agreed to. 
The resolution was read a third’time. 
And the question being on its passage— 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, moved the pre- 


| vious question. 


| main question ordered. 
|| Mr. POTTER asked the yeas and nays on the 
|| passage of the resolution. 


being taken by tellers. 


The previous question was seconded, and the | 


The yeas and nays were ordered—the question || 


| Mr. SACKETT moved that the House do now | 


adjourn. 

‘The motion was rejected. 

The question recurred upon the passage of the 
joint resolution. 

Mr. CARTER said he was informed that it was 
not the wish of all the Judges of the Supreme 
| Court to have this additional clerk; some of them 
were opposed to it. 

The question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 90, nays 73; as follows: 


|| Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, Brooks, Buel, Burt, Chester Butler, 
Joseph P, Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, Clark, 
| Cleveland, Culcock, Cole, Conrad, Corwin, Crowell, De- 
| berry, Dixon, Doty, Duncan, Durkee, Alexander Evans, Na- 
than Evans, Ewing, Fitch, Freedley, Fuller, Gott, Gould, 
Grinnell, Hammond, Hampton, Haralson, Sampson W. 
| Harris, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Holines, Houston, Howe, 
| Hunter, Inge, Jackson, Kerr, Daniel P. King, George G. 
King, James G. King, Jolin A. King, Horace Mann, Matte- 
| son, McKissock, Meacham, Moore, Morton, Ogle, Outlaw, 
| Owen, Peck, Phelps, Phoenix, Pitman, Reed, Reynolds, 
Risley, Rockwell, Rumsey, Schermerhorn, Schoolcratt, 
Shepherd, Silvester, Alexander H. Stephens, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, Taylor, James Thompson, Thurman, Un- 
| derhill, Watkins, Wellborn, White, Whittlesey, Wilson 
|, and Winthrop—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alston, Anderson, Ashe, 
Averett, Bay, Bingham, Boyd, Albert G. Brown, Joseph 
|| Cable, George Alfred Caldwell, Carter, Williamson R. W. 
| Cobb, Conger, Daniel, Dickey, Dimmick, Disney, Edmund- 
son, Featherston, Fowler, Hamilton, Harlan, ‘Thomas L. 
Harris, Haymond, Hebard, Holliday, Hubbard, Andrew 
Johnson, Jones, Kaufman, Preston King, Leffler, Littlefield, 
Jub Mann, Marshall, Mason, McDowell, McLanahan, Rob- 
ert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Meade, Miller, Mill- 
son, Morris, Olds, Orr, Otis, Potter, Powell, Putnam, Rich- 
ardson, Robbins, Robinson, Root, Sackett, Stanly, Richard 
H. Stanton, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, 
Walden, Waldo, Wallace, Wentworth, Wildrick, Wilmot, 
Wood, Woodward, and Young—73- 


So the joint resolution was passed. 


Oa motion of Mr. KAUFMAN— 
The House adjourned. 








PETITIONS, &c. 
The following petitions, &c., were presented 
under the rule and appropriately referred: 


By Mr. SPALDING: The petition of the seamen, mas- 
ters, and owners of vessels, residents of Buffalo, urging the 
establishment of a marine hospital at the city of Buffalo, 
which shall be adequate to the wants of the sick and dia- 
abled seamen of that place. 

Also, the petition of James 8. Smith and others, in favor 


of cheap ee 

By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of Maria Hills, of Chau- 
tauque county, New York, praying Congress to order her 
name to be placed on the pension list, as a widow of a revo- 
lutionary soldier 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition of citizens of Scotland 
county, Missouri, praying the establishment of a mail route. 

Also, the petition of the officers of the land office at Fay- 
ette, Mi-souri, praying increased compensation for locating 
military land warrants. 

By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The memorial of 
Samuel H. Stitt, of Mason county, Kentucky, who was 
wounded in the war of 1812, asking an increase of pension. 

Mr. STANTON also gave notice of bis intention to intro- 
duce a bill granting pensions to the officers, soldiers, and 
| volunteers, engaged in the wars of the United States between 
|| the years 1783 and 1795, 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Seymour Soville 
and others, citizens of the county of Niagara, New York, 
for the construction of a ship canal connecting Lake 
Erie and Ontario. 

|| By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Thomas G. Mather, of 
Middletown, in the State of Connecticut, and 31 other per- 
| 








sons praying for the reduction of postage to two cents for 
haif ounce letters. 

By Mt. WILMOT: A petition signed by 40 citizens of 
Susquehanna, Pennsylvania, praying for a reduction of post- 
age. 

Also, a petition signed by 60 citizens of Susquehanna 
county, Pennsylvania, praying for the establishment of a 
mail route from Tunkhannock to Carbondale via Tunk- 
hannoek and East Branch creeks, in the State of Pennsyl- 
nia. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: Resolutions and petitions anani- 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Bayly, Bissell, Buoth, Bowie | 
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‘The previous question was seconded, and the | mously adopted and numerously signed 





“duty on iron i 


Feb. 13. 


by large ang 
spectable public meeti and hi Fe. 
and firms, since the two conventions were hei at ames 
and at Memphis, all declaring Mr. Whitney's to bts 
only feasible plan, the only one that would sed te the 
constitutional, sectional, and other difficuities sunt" 
pede and finally stop the progress of the work "©? i 
their Senators and sentatives and praying requesting 
pass a law without delay to carry out Mr. Whitney. a.” 
Resolutions adopted at a large public meeting called pian. 
Chamber of Commerce at Cincinnati, October 12, ew? 
Do do do = at Louisville, Ky., Noy. 29 1849 
Do do do at Dayton, Ohio, December | 18: 
Do do do at Zanesville, Ohio, Dee. 6. 1 
The Petition of R. F. Fairebild and 25 others, of New \ 
The Petition of C. Tucker and 103 others of’ _ 
The Petition of J. W, Ryckman and 470 others of qv, 
The Petition of John Broadhead and 22 others of Phitad: 
The Petition.of J. R. Chardon, B. Richardson & se 

35 othes# of Philadelphia. o and 
The Petition of Col. James Page and 6) others of Philad: 

By Mr. W. J. BROWN: A memorial of the Washinn, 
Gas Light Company, praying that a contract may be ioe 
into with said Company to light the public buildings ~~ 
grounds. 

By Mr. BUTLER, of Pennsylvania: The petition of ¢j,; 
= of Se Luzerne county, Pennsylvania, askige 

Jongress to establish the rate of postage on prepai 
at two cents per half ounce. tee Prepald letter 

By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 39 citizens of Cayuga 
county, New York, asking a reduction of postage to two 
cents per half ounce on prepaid letters. 

By Mr. BOWIE: The memorial of a committee of the 
Agricultural Society of the State of Maryland, asking the es. 
tablishment of a bureau of agriculture, and the formation of 
a normal school of agriculture at the seat of government. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of Ruel Rogers and 95 
other citizens of Lyme, Connecticut, praying for a reduction 
of postage on letters to two cents. 

y Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of citizens of Massa. 
chusetts , for a buoy on Stone Horse Shoal. 

Also, of Richard Stevens and 84 other citizens of Mas. 
sachusetts, for a survey of Parmet river. 

Also, of Joseph A, Bailey and 25 other citizens of Mas. 
sachusetts: Vulentine Hussey and 19 others; and of Benja- 
min Rodman and 13 others—all for cheap postage. 

By Mr. HALLOWAY: ‘The petition of Abraham Bell, and 
40 citizens of New York, in favor of a railroad to the Pacific, 

By Mr. BUEL: The petition of E. Gryham, and 78 other 
citizens of Detroit, praying Congress to establish a cheap 
postage system. 

Also, the memorial of Henry Acker and- others, officers 
of the land office at Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, praying a 
change of the law regulating their compensation tor |o- 
cating military bounty land warrants. 

Also, the memorial of J. Kingsland and others, officers of 
the ten regiments in the late war with Mexico, praying re- 
muneration for their services by grant of bounty lands. 

Also, the memorial of Sarah Ten Eyck, executrix of Con- 
rad Ten Eyck, deceased, praying the payment to her of 
certain moneys due said Ten Eyck, as late marshal of the 
District of Michigan. 

By Mr. CLEVELAND: The petition of citizens of Kil- 
Hing'y> Connecticut, for reduction of postage. 

Iso, the petition of A. Warren and others, citizens of 
Waterbury, Connecticut, for reduction of postage. 

By Mr. JACKSON: The petition of John Arnott, Ariel 
Thurston and 75 others, citizens of Elmira, Chemung coun- 
ty, New York, praying that the postage on prepaid letters 
not exceeding half an ounce be reduced to two Tents. 

Also, the petition of Peter Wintermute, William H. Van 
Duzer and 40 others, citizens of Fairport, Chemung county, 
New York, on the same subject. 

By Mr. YOUNG: The petition of F. A. Thomas and 3l 
others, citizens of [linois, asking Congress to pass a law re- 
ducing the rates of postage on all prepaid letters to two cents 
the half ounce. 7 

By Mr. BROWN, of Miasissippi: The petition of A. B. 
Bradford and others, late commissioned officers in the mili- 
tary service of the United States against Mexico, praying 
that bounty land may be granted to the commissioned off- 
cers aforesaid. . 

By Mr. DOTY: The petition of John N. Chicks and 
othets, citizens of the United States, praying for the isst- 
ance of patents for payment of moneys withheld, and which 
are due to them by the provisions of certain treaties, and 
generally for a redress ot grievances. ; 

Also, the petition of Arnold Rhodes, of Wisconsin, [or 
patents for lands sold to bim by Stockbridge Indians, after 
they were made citizens, and before the treaty of the United 
States with that tribe. 

Also, the petition of R. M. Sweet, C. A. Place and others, 
that measures may be taken to procure the right of oaviga- 
ling the river St. Lawrence, to the shipping of the lakes. 

Also, the petition of Martin Townsend, of Wisconsin, for 
a pension. . 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of William T. Hooker 
and 75 others, citizens of the first Congressional district In 
Connecticut, asking for a uniform rate af postage at two 
cents. . 

By Mr. ALEXANDER: The petition of Howland Fist 
and 71 others, citizens of Glen, Montgomery county, New 
York, praying Congress to abolish the frankin privilege and 
to establish the rate of postage on prepaid letters at (wo 
cents per half ounce. 

Also, the petition of 43 citizens of the towns of Columbia 
and Warren, Herkimer county, New York, for a reduction 


of le 

Br Me TH URMAN: The petition of Wm. H. Myers &Co., 
and 90 mene ue ae petition - oO. D. meapety a “y others, 
several ng Congress to an 1 : 
payee rted into the United States; which wer’ 
referred to the Committee on Manufactures. oo 

By Mr. MATTESON : The petitions of Thomas B. Alt 
son and 21 others; of James H. Agill and Lele 
Thomas Ward, jr. and 25 others; of William N. Larr« 
and 91 others; all citizens of Annville, Oneida county 
New York, asking for a reduction of postage on prepaid 
letters to a uniform rate of two cents. 
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